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1.1 Key Events Organized by ECPM

1.ECPM General Assembly, Belgium

2.Symposium: EU relations with Israel, Belgium

3.Conference: Social Market: Guarantee of economic success, Latvia 

4.Congress: Social Market Economy and Meeting of the Eastern European Christian 

Democrats Association, Georgia 

5.Symposium: Democracy - from theory to practice, Romania 

6.The 7th Romanian Ecumenical Prayer Breakfast: Combating Poverty, Romania

7.Conference: Family Policy and Launch of the Christian Movement of Montenegro

8.Forum about Economic Diplomacy and Integrity, Croatia

9.Conference: The role of Christians in the public space and Official Launch of the 

Dignitatis Humanae Institute, Italy

10.Conservative Christian democratic perspectives on public policies, Romania

11.Responsible Youth Leadership event: Visionary Planning for Romania, Romania

12.Renewing Our Minds Regathering of Friends 2012, Macedonia

1.2 Events in Which ECPM Took Part

1.European Prayer Breakfast, Belgium

2.The 60th National Prayer Breakfast in Washington, USA

3.The International Berlin Gathering, Germany

4.The Latvian National Prayer Breakfast, Latvia

5.Christian Democratic Movement of Georgia studies Dutch agriculture, The Netherlands

6.Minority event with the Union of Bulgarians in Banat, Romania 

7.First Moldovan Parliamentarian Prayer Breakfast, Moldova

8.The Roma Culture Days and meeting with the Leadership 

of the International Romani Union, Romania

9.9th South-East European Gathering: Unity with Diversity, Montenegro
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11.Conference: The positive role of minorities in Vojvodina, in the integration process of 

Serbia in the EU, Serbia
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Welcome from the Chairman

Europe is looking for a new story. Economic 
and demographic problems and a clash of 
cultures have led Europe to discuss this change 
of discourse in the story of Europe. Peace and 
stability, founding central ideas, are not 
meaningful to the new generation of 
Europeans. Many agree that Europe needs a 
soul. 

What is the soul of Europe? In the meeting of 
the European Commission, common culture 
was proposed as the basis for this new 
discourse. The State of Europe Forum, 
initiated by the Schuman Centre of European 
Studies, one of ECPM's associate members, 
has been discussing the topic for many years. 
The common values of Europe that are built on 
its Christian roots are the core of the soul of 
Europe. The common element in the cultures 
of European countries is their Christian 
heritage. Many politicians do not want to 
acknowledge this because to talk about God in 
public is considered tactless in Europe. The 
secular agenda seems to have won a battle 
here. The members of ECPM are willing to 
bring Europe back to its roots.

In 2012, ECPM has continued to unite 
politicians and parties who share common 
Christian values in Europe. To this end, ECPM 
has organised several conferences and 
meetings throughout all of Europe. ECPM has 
been offering a common, value-based political 
platform to the individual members and 
member organisations during this politically 
and economically very challenging year.

ECPM has strong links with its research 
institute, ECPF, which has been constantly 
active through the year 2012. For 2013, they 
will present a publication on the Values of 
Europe, an initiative that was started by ECPM 
in 2010.

The 2012 ECPM General Assembly took place 
in Brussels. A symposium about Israel, a 
country that holds a special place in my heart, 
ran alongside the General Assembly. During 
the past year, the Board of ECPM has been 
working on the identity, mission and goals of 
the organisation. As a growing network, ECPM 
is also working to build up a solid 
infrastructure in order to be of better service 
to its members and stakeholders.

As I reach the end of my second term as ECPM 
Chairman in 2013, this is the last “welcome 
message” that I will write to you. Therefore, I 
would like to express my gratitude to each 
member of the board for their pleasant and 
constructive cooperation all these years, and 
to all our members, organisations, and 
individuals, for their active participation in the 
common task of advancing Christian principles 
in Europe. 

I am also thankful to our staff and volunteers 
who have effectively organised several 
important events and have been keeping the 
organisation functioning through the past 
year. I am confident that this unique Christian 
political organisation and its members will 
continue to be, with the help of the Lord, a 
blessing to Europe in finding answers to the 
problems our continent is facing.

Yours Faithfully,
Peeter Võsu

6

Message from the Editors

For decades, individual freedom has been 
promoted as the way to make people 
happiest: individual freedom that “liberates” 
people from all boundaries that society and 
especially religions can put on their individual 
choices. According to this view of freedom, 
legislation should be adopted in order to make 
it possible to legalise abortion, euthanasia, 
same-sex  marr iages  and  adopt ion ,  
prostitution, and drugs. The question that 
arises is whether these measures bring true 
freedom. Where is the freedom to choose for 
the millions of unborn children that are killed? 
In Romania, one on three pregnancies ends in 
abortion. A legislative proposal initiated by 
MP Marius Dugulescu for counselling before 
abortion caused a wave of emotional outcry in 
Romanian society: a pregnant woman should 
not be offered an alternative to abortion. Who 
is blocking the freedom to choose here? 

In many European countries we also see the 
result of the legalisation of prostitution. Some 
reports show the consequences: an enormous 
increase of human trafficking, the modern-day 
slave trade. Why is it that so few fight for the 
freedom of these women who are forced into 
a life that deprives them of their dignity and 
self-respect? 

The freedom that we proclaim as Christians is 
not the “freedom from”, but “the freedom to”. 
We believe that by salvation through Jesus, we 
are brought to freedom in order to love. 
Through the cross, God's love surpassed His 
justice. We, in turn, are asked to act based on 
justice and love. As followers of Jesus, we 
should strive for justice and not compromise 
ourselves, even when we will have to suffer. 
We have to stand up for dignity, for a social and 

public justice based on our love for God and for 
the neighbour, and to serve the other and our 
society. 

Individual freedom should never harm the 
dignity of the other person. We want to 
promote the “dignity to live” and not the 
“dignity to die” as is being promoted by the 
people who support euthanasia. We want to 
promote the individual who can reach his or 
her full potential because he or she lives in 
relationship with family, friends, community, 
instead of the idea of “the autonomous 
individual” who can do everything he or she 
wants to regardless its impact on others. 

As believers, we can be confident about our 
miss ion .  Chr i st  has  r i sen ,  thereby  
demonstrating the victory of love over evil and 
death. It is a message of redemption and 
reconciliation with God. This faith gives us 
hope, vision, and a new and real perspective 
on life. In Jesus, God has shown us real 
freedom; it is our task to promote that 
freedom.

Guido van Beusekom and Leo van Doesburg

7
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Key developments in 2012

In many ways 2012 can be seen as the end of 
an era for ECPM. It was the last complete year 
in which current President Peeter Võsu and 
vice-president Kris Vleugels formed the 
leadership of our organisation. However, they 
were joined in the Board by Benjamin 
Harnwell, Peter Östman and George Rukhadze 
who gave new impulses to the ECPM Board 
already. 

The year 2012 was also the last full year in 
which External Affairs Manager, Leo van 
Doesburg, was travelling throughout Europe 
for ECPM. From September 2013 on, Leo will 
be working fulltime in Brussels in order to 
make ECPM more visible in the European 
Parliament. Of course, ECPM will continue to 
support national and regional initiatives as 
well. 

Traditionally, ECPM has organised and 
supported many events throughout Europe in 
2012. ECPM organized events from Brussels to 
Tbilisi, and from Riga to Rome. The main focus 
in 2012 lied on economy, human dignity, 
minorities and reconciliation.  

Besides events, ECPM is steadily extending its 
political network and influence by being 
present in many inter-parliamentarian 
networks and giving policy support to MEP's, 
members of the Council of Europe and other 
European organisations. 

Apart from the ECPM activities, this yearbook 
also covers the key developments of both our 
Research Institute and youth movement.

Vice-chairman Kris Vleugels

8
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1.1 Key events organized by ECPM

Location: Brussels, Belgium
Date: 8 June 2012
Main lecturers: Dr. Sander Luitwieler, 
Researcher at ChristenUnie/European 
Christian Political Foundation

The fact that ECPM is increasing its 
international network was demonstrated by 
this year's presence of politicians from Japan 
and Iraq. Greetings to the Assembly were 
given by Minoru Okuyama and Santa Essa. 

The General Assembly agreed to maintain the 
current basic programme, but to update it as 
necessary based on publications and/or 
recommendations of the European Christian 
Political Foundation, the research institute of 
ECPM. Dr Sander Luitwieler also presented the 
outline of his publication 'Europe's Values'.

The General Assembly approved the Free 
Christian Democrats from Belgium as new 
members of ECPM, and also welcomed several 
individual MPs as new members. The 
following organisations were welcomed as 
new associates of ECPM: Graceful Russia, 
European Foundation, Foundation  Christian

1. ECPM General Assembly

Peter Östman

10

Democracy, Unione per la Democrazia e la 
Libertà, and The Christian Centre for the 
Roma. The growth of ECPM was also visible in 
the 2011 Yearbook that was presented to the 
Chairman and freely distributed to the 
participants of the Assembly. At the General 
Assembly, a lively discussion took place about 
the proposals that the Board presented to 
involve members more in ECPM. The role of 
the Advisory Council was particularly 
discussed. The proposals for the Leadership 
Retreat and the Members Factsheets were 
well received. 

George Rukhadze

11

The most important result of the General 
Assembly was the election of three new Board 
members: Benjamin Harnwell (President of 
the Board of Trustees of the Dignitatis 
Humanae Institute in Rome), Peter Östman 
(Leader of the Parliamentary Group Christian 
Democrats in Finland), and George Rukhadze 
(International Secretary of the Christian 
Democratic Movement of Georgia) were 
appointed as members of the board of ECPM. 
All board members were warmly welcomed by 
the participants and expressed their 
commitment to the growth of the 
ECPM network.
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Location: Brussels, Belgium
Date: 8 June 2012
Main Lecturers: 
-Peeter Võsu, Chairman of ECPM
-Sari Essayah, MEP (Finland)
-Joshua Reinstein, Director of the Knesset 
Christian Allies Caucus (KCAC, Israel), 
-Peter Dixon, Chief Executive of Concordis 
International (UK)

The goal of this symposium was to obtain 
better insights into the way in which the 
European Union could develop a fruitful 
relationship with Israel and its neighbours. 
Israel is in the focus of all our national and 
international daily news. A fruitful dialogue 
between the EU and Israel is important for the 
politicians associated with the member 
organisations and individuals of ECPM.
Sari Essayah referred in her address to the 
activity of the thematic working group on 
relations with Israel in the European 
Parliament. Despite the general perception of 
EP as critical of a body which is generally 
critical of Israel's policies regarding Palestine, 
there are enough pragmatic people and 
friends of Israel who are trying to support 
peace initiatives at EP level.

2. Symposium on EU relations with Israel

MEP Sari Essayah

The panel: Peter Dixon, Josh Reinstein, Sari Essayah and Peeter Vosu

13

Mr Peter Dixon presented a talk on the 
organisation's endeavours in Israel and Sudan. 
He stressed that it is utterly important to adopt 
a multi-tiered approach to peace-making: 
building relationships of mutual trust, finding 
compromise and together developing and 
implementing policies that improve human 
security and lay firm foundations for 
lasting peace.
The contribution of Joshua Reinstein 
demonstrated how getting first-hand 
information and analyses are especially 
important  when i t  comes  to  t ru ly  
understanding the relationship Israel has with 
its citizens and with its neighbours. 

 Josh Reinstein and Peeter Võsu

According to him, mainstream news outlets 
have not always been objective. He cited their 
biases concerning the UN resolutions, the 
division of Jerusalem, and the relationship of 
the Arabs with the Jewish state. After hearing 
the speeches, a panel discussion took place, 
led by Leo van Doesburg. As a conclusion to 
the panel, Mr. van Doesburg emphasised that 
we believe in Israel and in the various Biblical 
prophecies about the future of Israel. 
Therefore, the existence of the nation will 
always be supported. However, this does not 
mean that we will always support blindly every 
action Israel takes. We are also called to strive 
for justice and for human dignity.
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Location: Riga, Latvia
Date: 13-15 April 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Mara Viktorija Zilgalve, President of the 
KDS Latvia
-Peeter Võsu , President of ECPM
-Archbishop Se. Zbignevs Stankevics
-Elnars Alpe, Bishop from the Evangelical-
Lutheran church in Daugavpils
-Dr. Bernhard Worms, President of the 
European Senior Union (ESU) 
-Prof. Dr. Piotr Pysz
-Dr. Norbert Neuhaus,
-Peter Östman, MP KD Finland, 
ECPM board member
-Dr. Jacques Cossart
-Prof. Dr. Ivars Brivers
-Klaus Bünger, economist and 
former State Secretary

On 14 April, around 100 participants gathered 
in Riga, Latvia to discuss the economy and the 
way out of the current crisis. Opening 
speeches highlighted the question of the 
boundaries of capitalism and economy. 

3. Conference “Social Market: Guarantee of 
economic success”

Armands Agrums, KDS Latvia

14

The issue was examined from different angles 
by Peeter Võsu, Archbishop Se. Zbignevs 
Stankevics and Bishop Elnars Alpe. 

The event was chaired by ECPM external affars 
manager Leo van Doesburg.Prof. Dr. Piotr Pysz 
discussed the theoretical basis of the concept 
of social market economy and where this 
concept comes from. He was followed by Dr. 
Bernhard Worms who explained that 
solidarity, subsidiarity and responsibility are 
the key values that form the basis of social 
market economy. 

Additionally, he emphasised the importance 
of personalism. Personalism means that every 
individual is unique but can only find 
fulfilment in relations.  Dr. Norbert Neuhaus 
spoke about justice as the basic value of 
Christian faith. Social market economy was the 
basis of Germany's rising out of the ruins after 
the Second World War and it equally forms the 
basis for the European Union. 
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The question is whether these values still form 
the basis of the current European Union. Peter 
Östman gave a midway that focused more on 
the national aspects of the issue and explained 
the way Finland is dealing with the crisis. His 
contribution sparked a debate afterwards 
since, in the current financial crisis, the 
important question is to what extent inter-
national solidarity should prevail over national 
interests. Naturally, Finland's role in the bail-
out of Greece was an interesting topic of 
discussion.
Dr. Jacques Cossart examined how we could 
deal with global problems. He addressed 
climate problems and the way they could 
be battled. 

He also made a connection between global 
public goods and global taxations and the 
challenges within these. Prof. Dr. Ivars Brivers 
actually focused on the independence of the 
states and the fact that globalisation should 
never expand at the expense of basic Christian 
values and cultural diversity. Klaus Bünger 
explained how social market economy 
transformed Germany from one of the lowest 
stages of development after the Second World 
War to one of the highest in Europe. He 
wondered if these same values can still be 
found in the current treaties of the European 
Union. This discussion was followed by a film 
by the Konrad Adenauer Founda tion 
explaining the history and the concept of 
Social Market Economy. 
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Location: Tbilisi, Georgia
Date: 21-23 September 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Giorgi Rukhadze, CDM International 
Secretary, ECPM board member
-Nodar Sarjveladze, Director of the Christian 
Democratic Institute of Georgia
-Peeter Võsu, Leader of the Estonian Christian 
Democrats, ECPM Chairman
-Sergey Mezentsev of Moscow University
-Armands Agrums, Secretary General of 
Latvian Christian Democrats
-Andrea Keerbs, Director of IRI Georgia
-Iurie Rosca, Former MP Moldova
-Guido van Beusekom, ECPM General 
Manager

4. Congress: “Social Market Economy” and 
Congress of the Eastern Europe Christian 
Democrats Association 

Giorgi Targamadze addresses the conference

The two-day event, which focused on social 
market economy as a common economic 
platform for all Christian Democratic parties 
from different parts of the world, gathered 
more than forty representatives from nine 
countries. Theoretical aspects of Social 
Market Economy, together with various 
practical experiences from different countries 
were debated during the conference. 

The conference was opened by Giorgi 
Rukhadze. After an overview of the political 
situation in Georgia, he introduced the first 
panel led by Prof. Nodar Sarjveladze on the 
theoretical aspects of Social Market Economy. 

Later, the conference was addressed by Peeter 
Võsu and Armands Agrums whose speeches 
were followed by further discussion of the 
theoretical aspects of Social Market Economy. 
The second panel dealt more with the particu-
larities and prospects of Social Market 
Economy in former Soviet Union countries.

17

Sergey Mezentsev and other representatives 
of Armenian and Belorussian Christian 
Democrats delivered speeches which led to 
heated arguments about Social Market 
Economy and whether it could be a successful 
model for the former Soviet bloc countries, 
where state-run economies were the norm for 
decades. 
Guido van Beusekom and Andrea Keerbs 
presented the third panel which was about 
comparing and contrasting the experiences of 
the Netherlands and the United States. Van 
Beusekom also introduced the concept of a 
relational economy on which the Research 
Institute of ECPM has been focusing in 
recent years. 

The second day of the conference was opened 
by  the Congress of the Christian Democrats of 
Eastern Europe (ACDEE). After an overview of 
the activities in 2012 by the incumbent 
Chairman Iurie Rosca, the congress elected 
Giorgi Targamadze, the Leader of the CDM 
Georgia as the Chairman of the ACDEE for the 
year 2013. 

The Conference, which provided a good 
opportunity for discussion and analysis of 
Social Market Economy in both national and 
regional contexts, was widely covered in 
Georgian national media and generated keen 
interest in Georgian and regional expert 
communities.
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This symposium was organised by ECPM in 
collaboration with the Chamber of Deputies, 
Senate, and Ecumenical Prayer Group from 
the Romanian Parliament and the Neth-
erlands Institute for Multi-Party Democracy 
(NIMD).

The symposium was partly led by Leo van 
Doesburg. The discussions in the second part 
were led by Alexandru Cumpănaşu. The 
format of the event resulted in open 
discussion between parties in the government 
and opposition. Many participants expressed 
the need to move Romania back in the right di-
rection after the political crisis of July 2012. 
During and after the symposium, plans were 
made to arrange further similar meetings in 
order to discuss concrete items like 
constitutional reforms and the depoliticisation 
of institutions. 
Together with the organisers, ECPM hopes 
that this symposium will be a boost to reform 
Romanian politics where needed in order to 
work together in a more transparent and 
constructive way, benefitting the people of 
Romania.

5. Symposium: Democracy - from theory 
to practice

Lecturers Henk Jan van Schothorst and Guido Hooiveld

Location: Bucharest, Romania
Date: 3 October 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Alexandru Cumpănaşu, Executive Director of 
the Association for Implementing Democracy
-Leo van Doesburg, external affairs manager 
ECPM
-Matthijs van Bonzel, Dutch Ambassador
-Petru Filip, Vice-President of the Romanian 
Senate
-Alexandru Cordos,  Quaestor of the Senate
-Ovidiu Dragna, Secretary of State of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
-Niculae Mircovici: Secretary of the Chamber 
of Deputies
-Catalin Croitoriu: Vice President of the Com-
mittee for Education, science, youth, and 
sport for the Chamber of Deputies
-Pavel Horj, deputy
-Dorel Covaci, deputy
-Henk Jan van Schothorst, Netherlands In-
stitute for Multiparty Democracy (NIMD)
-Guido Hooiveld, ChristianUnion Party
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 As every year, the Romanian Prayer Breakfast 
is a cross-party event that unites Members of 
the Romanian Parliament, from different 
parties, to share on their Christian faith and 
values. Not only by the messages of the 
speakers but also by building up relations with 
one  another ,  the  Prayer  Breakfast  
constructively works on better collaboration 
between Members of the Romanian 
Parliament. ECPM has been co-hosting Prayer 
Breakfasts throughout Europe with the aim to 
improve relations between Christian MP's and 
to form cross-party alliances on Christian 
values.

Location: Bucharest, Romania
Date: 4 October 2012
Main Lecturers: 
-Leo van Doesburg, external affairs 
manager ECPM
-Valeriu Zgonea , President of the 
Deputy Chamber 
-Răzvan Theodorescu, historian and politician
-Ciprian Câmpineanul, bishop

During the official breakfast, Romanian MPs 
and other politicians were present. Leo van 
Doesburg was one of the speakers during the 
debate on the theme of combating poverty. 
Leo spoke of Jesus's urging us to take care of 
our brothers and sisters as based on the 
parable of the sheep and the goats in Matthew 
25 and grounded in the principle of human 
dignity. He touched on items such as poverty 
in Romania and the failed attempts in Romania 
to effectively fight poverty. Other speakers 
were MPs and representatives of main NGOs 
dealing with humanitarian aid, as well as 
religious leaders, Christian media, and a repre-
sentative on behalf of the American National 
Prayer Breakfast.

6. The 7th Romanian Ecumenical Prayer 
Breakfast: “Combating Poverty”

Leo van Doesburg delivered a message on behalf of ECPM
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Location: Podgorica, Montenegro
Date: 7 November 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Mr Drazen Miličković Secretary General of the 
President's cabinet
-Mrs Sanja, Sljivancanin Konrad-Adenauer-
Stiftung
-Lav Lajovic, coordinator of the CMoM
-Leo van Doesburg, external affairs manager, 
ECPM
-Vlatko Simunovic, member of the CMoM
-Ms Remzija Ademovic, deputy minister for 
social welfare and child protection
-Dr Borivoje Djukanovic, Sociology professor
-Nebojsa Savic, family and marital therapist 
from Belgrade
-Dr Veljo Rakocevic, Law professor
-Ms Ana Nives Radovic, project manager 
of CMoM

The first conference on family policy in 
Montenegro was organised by the Christian 
Movement of Montenegro (CMoM), in 
cooperation with ECPM. 

7. Conference: Family Policy and Launch of the Christian 
Movement of Montenegro

Lav Lajović and Leo van Doesburg 
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The conference brought together over forty 
people from political and public life, directors 
of the municipal centres for social work, 
sociologists, psychologists, lawyers, and 
publicists.

The conference was opened by Lav Lajović 
who addressed the audience with a 
welcoming speech. Lajović also introduced 
elements of the Initial Programme of Action in 
the area of family policy and his organisation's 
requirements for competent state authorities. 
This prologue was followed by a speech by Leo 
van Doesburg who presented the experiences 
of the countries of Western Europe in the field 
of family policy and the need to define 
position and standards for European states. 
He outlined the negative consequences if the 
protection of family is not central in 
developing policies. Mr Vlatko Simunovic 
presented the organisation's program and 
objectives, emphasising how CMoM plans to 
promote a new,

21

Christian democratic view of the issues that 
emerged in human existence in the 21st 
century. The basic teachings of Christian social 
thinking promote the common good and 
social progress, as well as cooperation with all, 
regardless of religion and nationality. Such 
values create the premises for social justice, 
freedom, peace, and well-ordered society. 
Christianity thus offers a good set of principles 
for an advanced population, and not an 
anachronistic, dogmatic, and regressive 
ideology. The discussions continued with Ms 
Remzija Ademovic who spoke on behalf of the 
Ministry of Social Affairs. She highlighted the 
accomplishments of Montenegrin society in 
the area of family policy. 

She presented their legislative and 
institutional framework, and their role in the 
development and protection of the family. 

Dr Borivoje Djukanovic outlined the family's 
role in preventing socio-pathological changes 
and Nebojsa Savic spoke about their practical 
experiences in preserving the marital 
community. An additional highlight was the 
speech by Dr Veljo Rakocevic who spoke on 
fighting criminal offenses against marriage 
and the family. Ms Ana Nives Radovic then 
presented comparative European models in 
the field of tax policy and budget allocations 
for the financial support of families.

Logo of the Christian Movement of Montenegro
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Location: Fuzine, Croatia
Date: 31 July – 11 August 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Leo van Doesburg, external affairs manager, 
ECPM
-Justin Kagin
-Jack Fallow, Founder and Director of the 
Centre for Organisational Effectiveness
-Samuil Petrovski, Director of EUS (Evangelical 
University Students)
-Boriana Staikova, health inspector in the 
Bulgarian government
-Robert Maricak, Business Investor and 
Executives' Consultant
-Dražen Glavaš, founder of ET!K-Education, 
Training, and Communication
-Tihomir Kukolja, executive director of ROM 
(Renewing Our Minds)
-Mihaela Kovacs, Founder and Director of 
Fundatia Beraca Sighisoara
-Eunice Dugulescu Vatran, General Projects 
Assistant for ECPM
-Hristina Runceva, former MP in the 
Macedonian Parliament and a teaching 
assistant at the Ss. Cyril and Methodius 
University in Skopje

8. Forum on “Economic Diplomacy 
and Integrity”

Leo van Doesburg opened the forum by 
explaining the history behind economic 
diplomacy in Europe and then outlining key 
features that would provide a foundation for 
the days ahead. Justin Kagin complemented 
this by describing Jesus as the best economist 
in his lecture entitled “The Love Economy.” He 
explained how Jesus taught key principles like 
paying taxes even to corrupt governments, not 
charging interest to the poor, giving freely, and 
loving one another. When applied, these 
principles can actually benefit the economies 
of our nations. Jack Fallow launched EDI with 
readings from Ayn Rand, Tolstoy, and Greek 
and Hebrew literature among others. He 
explored different approaches to life, thereby 
challenging participants to lead meaningful 
lives full of integrity. Normally reserved for 
top-level CEOs and politicians, EDI had the 
honour and benefit of this training for its 
young leaders.

Poland and the Netherlands forming a 
coalition during the Parliamentary Game
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This first part of the forum also included 
Samuil Petrovski's talk on insightful principles 
for leaders to follow. He explained how good 
character and humility are central to 
leadership and that Jesus exemplified 
leadership. Boriana Staikova talked to the 
participants about corruption, both its defi-
nition and examples of how it happens in 
practise. She challenged us to think about the 
ways in which we might personally be tempted 
to corruption and how we might combat this.

Robert Maricak spoke on the difficulties and 
joys of managing a career and a family. 
Together they complement each other and 
contribute to a successful enterprise without 
succumbing to corruption or tax evasion. 
Mr Mariack elaborated on this experience, 
describing different forms of corruption in 

Croatia and how, through listening to God, he 
was able to overcome them. 
Dražen Glavaš contributed by speaking to 
participants about their goals and aspirations. 
He challenged them to think about things that 
make their heart hurt, as well as their passions 
and dreams. His “love revolution” lectures 
were some of the many seeds that he helped 
plant during EDI. Finally, Mr Kukolja taught on 
the importance of following Jesus Himself and 
not making religion an idol. In this second 
week, we also listened to Mihaela Kovacs who 
spoke about issues such as gender and ethnic 
discrimination. As a complement to these 
lectures, Eunice Dugulescu Vatran lectured 
about the human dignity movement in Europe 
and around the world and how this approach 
applies many of the principles of Jesus in the 
political field.
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Location: Rome, Italy
Date: 29 June 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Gay Mitchell, MEP
-Anna Zaborska, MEP
-Nirj Deva, MEP and President of the 
International Committee on Human Dignity
-Rocco Buttiglione, Vice President of the 
Italian Parliament
-Cardinal Renato Martino, Honorary President 
of the Dignitatis Humanae Institute

Clergy and NGOs from across the world met in 
the Rome to discuss one of the most important 
issues of our time, given the rise of militant 
secularism: how do we affirm the 'Role of 
Christians in the Public Square'? In 2004, 
Italian politician Rocco Buttiglione was forced 
to withdraw his nomination to the European 
Commission, not because of anything he had 
ever said but because, as one MEP stated, of 
what, 'as a Catholic, he may think.' 

9. Conference: “The role of Christians in the 
public space” and Official launch of the 
“Dignitatis Humanae Institute”

MEP Anna Zaborska
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This event led to the creation of the Dignitatis 
Humanae Institute, an international NGO that 
strives to defend the Christian voice in the 
political sphere. Now, in 2012, with the 
Inst itute's  off ic ial  opening of  their  
International Rome Office, a conference was 
arranged in cooperation with ECPM to 
highlight the need for defending and 
promoting the Christian contribution to 
public life.
The issues discussed included: the importance 
of human dignity based on the principles of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Dignity; 
the experience of Christians in the Public 
Square; the strategy of developing further 
parliamentary working groups on human 
dignity; and the link between human dignity 
and the new evangelisation. A busy audience 
hall of delegations from over a dozen nations 
listened to Members of the European 
Parliament Gay Mitchell, Anna Zaborska and 
Nirj Deva.
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To conclude proceedings, Rocco Buttiglione, 
spoke impassionedly against the selfish in-
dividualism pervading modern society, and 
the necessity for the promotion of Christian 
values in response.

Following the conference, an evening 
reception was held to officially launch the 
International Office. His Eminence Cardinal 
Burke opened the festivities with a blessing, 
and His Eminence Cardinal Martino spoke of 
his delight in seeing the growth of the Institute 
in such a small length of time. 
The two-day proceedings concluded with a 
round-table discussion for the many and

various NGOs assembled, with specific focus 
being given to the need for better 
coordination between Christian institutions. 
On behalf of ECPM, Peeter Võsu participated 
actively in the discussions and Leo van 
Doesburg chaired the event. With a successful 
inaugural  con ference and the f i fth 
Parliamentary Working Group On Human 
Dignity due to be launched in the Italian Par-
liament, the Dignitatis Humanae Institute is 
set to continue its rapid expansion promoting 
human dignity in world where, as the 
Declaration says, 'it is the recognition of the 
dignity of Man that is most lacking in our soci-
ety, not rights, and that this imbalance must be 
redressed.'

Leo van Doesburg
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Location: Bucharest, Romania 
Date: 29-30 October 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Mihai Neamţu, President of the New Republic 
Association and President of the New Republic 
Party
-Leo van Doesburg, external affairs manager 
ECPM
-Cătălin Raiu, theologian and PhD in Political 
Sciences at the Bucharest University
-Cătălin Buciumeanu, researcher at the Centre 
of Medieval Studies, Bucharest University

The general objective of this event was to 
launch a public debate on the possibility of 
promoting Christian values in the market of 
political ideas in Romania, thus influencing the 
conception of particular public policies in 
educational and social fields. We were in 
contact both with a network of specialists and 
with the general public, and the maintenance 
of the European perspective in these areas 
was one of the main objectives of this event.

Mihai Neamţu opened the debate discussing 
the challenge caused by the tension between 
capitalism and Christian values—how the 
Christian political man, from a classical liberal 
perspective, must maintain solidarity and 
compassion in a world based more on profit 
than on the person. 

A very practical speech was delivered by 
Cătălin Raiu who highlighted the role of the 
parish as an important factor in strengthening 
the local community. Cătălin Buciumeanu 
emphasised the importance of participative 
democracy.  He went on to describe the 
special relationship built in a normal society 
between citizens and the political leaders who 
are supposed to represent them in the central 
bodies. 

The second day focused on two workshops 
linked to the general theme: “Morality and 
compassion: as Christian values, are these 
only meant for the private sphere or must they 
be present also in the public space?” One of 
the workshops was dedicated to the field of 
education, where an important subject under 
discussion was that of violence against 
children, Methods and strategies to prevent 
and combat such abuse were examined, 
taking into account the role of parents, 
teachers, school counsellors, and the larger 
society in general. 
Another workshop was dedicated to the 
Romanian medical system—its limits in the 
assistance of the whole population, and 
alternative solutions for dealing with the poor 
and ill from a Christian perspective.

10. Conservative Christian democratic 
perspectives on public policies

Leo van Doesburg was a lecturer
 during the event
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Location: Cluj-Napoca, Romania
Date: 25-27 October 2012
Main lecturers:
-David Murray, Former Senior Adviser to the 
Chairman at EITI International Advisory Group
-Adrian Borggreve, Senior Lecturer on 
Intercultural Management Saxion University
-Jacques Bazen, Teacher at Saxion University
-Cristian Pârvulescu, Political Analyst
-Daniel Daianu, economist, professor and 
politician
-Hongkey Chung, President of AEPC
-Vasile Boari, Director of the Centre for 
Political Analysis and Institute for Global 
Studies
-Mihaela Luțaș, Professor of Economics and 
International Relations

This conference was addressed to young 
professionals, from all fields of activity and it 
was centred on three main objectives: 

1) To motivate leaders and potential leaders to 
engage in the construction of society.  

11. Responsible Youth Leadership Event: 
“Visionary Planning for Romania”

We thus  encouraged them to think 
strategically about their “day-to-day” activity 
in such a way that their private development 
will “spill out” adding value to the community 
around them. 
2) The second objective was to offer proper 
training to participants enabling them to 
undertake leadership roles with responsibility. 
3) The third objective was to establish contact 
with a group of people determined to take 
things further in this direction. 

Four workshops were organised: 
a. Leadership through civic participation 
b. Leadership through mass media 
c. Responsibility in public spending 
d. Identity Marketing: Romanian Identity 
in Europe. There were sixty-five participants 
(not including staff and guest speakers) and, 
based on their feedback, (both during the 
conference and after, through the evaluation 
form), the conference was stimulating for 
many of them, encouraging them to rethink 
their engagement in public life and their 
contribution to society. 

MEP Anna Zaborska
Wilco Kodde addressing the audience
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Location: Ohrid, Macedonia
Date: 22 October 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Tihomir Kukolia, Renewing Our 
Minds Director
-Burnett Thompson
-Mihaela Kovacs, Director of the 
Beraca Foundation
-Hristina Runceva
-Drazen Glavas
-Nate Ussery
-Boriana Staikova
-Vlatko Gjorcev, MP, Macedonia
-Allen Belton
-Kim Spivak 
-Ken Kierstead

12. Renewing Our Minds Regathering 
of Friends 2012

28

The Renewing Our Minds (ROM) Regathering 
of Friends 2012 was the largest cross-
generational ROM reunion so far, bringing 
together young leaders from the Balkans and a 
wide array of speakers from around the world. 
The event was organised by the Forum for 
Leadership and Reconciliation and was 
strongly supported by regional and European 
organisations, including ECPM. The main 
purpose of all ROM events is to help young 
leaders (in business, politics, media, etc.) 
connect across national, ethnic, geographical 
and religious boundaries and build greater 
understanding and unity in the region by 
bringing people together by the principles 
taught by Jesus. 

This edition of ROM welcomed around one 
hundred participants from the Balkan Region, 
Europe, and North America. The topics that 
were addressed included forgiveness (Scott 
Boldt), principles of Jesus (Tihomir Kukolia, 
Burnett Thompson), Roma communities and 
discrimination (Mihaela Kovacs), leadership 
(Hristina Runceva), purpose-driven life 
(Drazen Glavas), the importance of small 
groups (Nate Ussery), corruption (Boriana 
Staikova), etc. 
The event commenced with a Morning 
Encounter session hosted by Tihomir Kukolia 
on Thursday morning. The purpose of the 
opening session was both to introduce 
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Meetings in small groups are very important in Macedonia

participants to the organisers and to each 
other and to create an open/casual 
environment that encourages networking. 

In addition to the above mentioned host, the 
organising team also included Martha S. 
Weiss, Viktor Mitevski, Marko Stupar, Mihaela 
Kovacs, etc., who throughout the program had 
the task of interviewing  and introducing 
speakers, as well as coordinating the small 
groups and the two excursions that were 
provided for participants. Other notable 
speakers who were not part of the entire event 
were Vlatko Gjorcev, Allen Belton, Kim Spivak, 
and Ken Kierstead.
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Location: Brussels, Belgium
Date: 5 December 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Herman Van Rompuy, President of the 
European Council
-Jerzy Buzek, former President of the 
European Parliament
-Inese Slesere, former MP from Latvia
-Miroslav Mikolasik, MEP (Slovakia)
-Catherine Stihler, MEP (UK)
-Paul Petrie, EPB Coordinator Emeritus

The fifteenth European Prayer Breakfast 
brought together hundreds of MPs, members 
of national governments, royal families, and 
people associated with European politics 
alongside the MEPs and staff of European 
institutions. The event opened with a dinner 
on December 4 in the European Commission 
building where over a hundred participants 
gathered, and it lasted through December 5. 
The breakfast and other events on December 
5 took place in the European Parliament with a 
few hundred participants. 

The keynote speaker Herman Van Rompuy 
spoke about his personal faith—what it means 
to him and how it is reflected in his public life. 

Faith is a mystery in many ways, not always 
explainable, he said. Faith is also a relationship 
with the Creator. In his public life he has 
written and spoken countless times about his 
faith; it is something he finds natural to share. 
Mr Rompuy argued that in spite of the fact that 
we may feel the need for God less now 
because of the welfare situation and the 
abolishment of death in the public arena, from 
a utilitarian point of view, we still need Him for 
the sake of our selfishness and for ethical 
reasons. 

A panel discussion followed the breakfast on 
the topic: What are the storms we are facing 
today in public and private life? 

Annual prayer breakfasts among politicians 
and other opinion leaders form a growing 
movement in the western world. The new 
democracies in Europe have also joined in 
organising national prayer breakfasts in many 
countries. 

The reason for the prayer breakfasts is the 
need for common prayer and the fellowship of 
Christian decision makers in the public arena. 

1.2 Events in which ECPM took part

1. European Prayer Breakfast 2012

Peeter Võsu at the European Prayer Breakfast
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Location: Washington DC, USA
Date: 2 February 2012
Main Lecturers: 
-Eric Metaxas
-Barack Obama, US President
-Jess Sessions, US Senator, Alabama
-Mark Pryor, US Senator Arkansas

Leo van Doesburg, External Affairs Manager 
ECPM, went to the United States where he 
participated in the 60th National Prayer 
Breakfast in Washington D.C. He further 
attended important meetings in several other 
places around the United States. The aim of 
the visit was to develop and strengthen 
relationships between ECPM and US Christian 
politicians and NGOs. 

There were greetings and messages from 
several US representatives and senators and 
from the President of the United States, 
Barack Obama. 

2. The 60th National Prayer Breakfast in 
Washington 

The main talk was delivered by the famous 
writer Eric Metaxas. 
Impressive, too, was the performance of the 
eleven-year-old singer, Jacky Evancho. In 
addition to the National Prayer Breakfast, 
several network meetings were organised: a 
European recep tion,  sharing t imes,  
International luncheons, a European dinner, 
and a leadership luncheon. Leo van Doesburg 
shared his experience in Economic Diplomacy 
and the Renewing Our Minds reconciliation 
project during a special session about projects 
in the Balkans. 

After these events, Leo van Doesburg went to 
Salt Lake City where he met with Theresa 
Creel, vice-executive president of the Institute 
Dignitatis Humanae. A number of days were 
spent in Salt Lake City praying and strategising 
to develop human dignity networks in Europe 
with the collaboration of ECPM. 

31



Location: Brussels, Belgium
Date: 5 December 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Herman Van Rompuy, President of the 
European Council
-Jerzy Buzek, former President of the 
European Parliament
-Inese Slesere, former MP from Latvia
-Miroslav Mikolasik, MEP (Slovakia)
-Catherine Stihler, MEP (UK)
-Paul Petrie, EPB Coordinator Emeritus

The fifteenth European Prayer Breakfast 
brought together hundreds of MPs, members 
of national governments, royal families, and 
people associated with European politics 
alongside the MEPs and staff of European 
institutions. The event opened with a dinner 
on December 4 in the European Commission 
building where over a hundred participants 
gathered, and it lasted through December 5. 
The breakfast and other events on December 
5 took place in the European Parliament with a 
few hundred participants. 

The keynote speaker Herman Van Rompuy 
spoke about his personal faith—what it means 
to him and how it is reflected in his public life. 

Faith is a mystery in many ways, not always 
explainable, he said. Faith is also a relationship 
with the Creator. In his public life he has 
written and spoken countless times about his 
faith; it is something he finds natural to share. 
Mr Rompuy argued that in spite of the fact that 
we may feel the need for God less now 
because of the welfare situation and the 
abolishment of death in the public arena, from 
a utilitarian point of view, we still need Him for 
the sake of our selfishness and for ethical 
reasons. 

A panel discussion followed the breakfast on 
the topic: What are the storms we are facing 
today in public and private life? 

Annual prayer breakfasts among politicians 
and other opinion leaders form a growing 
movement in the western world. The new 
democracies in Europe have also joined in 
organising national prayer breakfasts in many 
countries. 

The reason for the prayer breakfasts is the 
need for common prayer and the fellowship of 
Christian decision makers in the public arena. 

1.2 Events in which ECPM took part

1. European Prayer Breakfast 2012

Peeter Võsu at the European Prayer Breakfast

30

Location: Washington DC, USA
Date: 2 February 2012
Main Lecturers: 
-Eric Metaxas
-Barack Obama, US President
-Jess Sessions, US Senator, Alabama
-Mark Pryor, US Senator Arkansas

Leo van Doesburg, External Affairs Manager 
ECPM, went to the United States where he 
participated in the 60th National Prayer 
Breakfast in Washington D.C. He further 
attended important meetings in several other 
places around the United States. The aim of 
the visit was to develop and strengthen 
relationships between ECPM and US Christian 
politicians and NGOs. 

There were greetings and messages from 
several US representatives and senators and 
from the President of the United States, 
Barack Obama. 

2. The 60th National Prayer Breakfast in 
Washington 

The main talk was delivered by the famous 
writer Eric Metaxas. 
Impressive, too, was the performance of the 
eleven-year-old singer, Jacky Evancho. In 
addition to the National Prayer Breakfast, 
several network meetings were organised: a 
European recep tion,  sharing t imes,  
International luncheons, a European dinner, 
and a leadership luncheon. Leo van Doesburg 
shared his experience in Economic Diplomacy 
and the Renewing Our Minds reconciliation 
project during a special session about projects 
in the Balkans. 

After these events, Leo van Doesburg went to 
Salt Lake City where he met with Theresa 
Creel, vice-executive president of the Institute 
Dignitatis Humanae. A number of days were 
spent in Salt Lake City praying and strategising 
to develop human dignity networks in Europe 
with the collaboration of ECPM. 

31



Location: Berlin, Germany
Date: 14-16 June 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Rudolf Decker, former MP and main organiser 
of the event
-Anette Hubinger, member of the Bundestag
-Patrick Meinhardt, member of the Bundestag
-Josip Juratovic, member of the Bundestag
-Johannes Selle, member of the Bundestag
-Tilo Braune, member of the Bundestag
-Dr. Norbert Lammert, President of the 
Bundestag
-Volker Kauder, Chairman of the CDU
-Mohamed Mahdi Ibrahim, MP and former 
Minister of Sudan
-Julius Molinga, MP of South Sudan
-Richard McCormack, US ambassador

The International Berlin Gathering, that took 
place for the seventeenth time this year, 
brought together nearly 400 participants 
mainly from Europe but also from Africa, Asia, 
and the Americas. Peeter Võsu, Chairman of 
ECPM, attended the event.

The opening session took place in the 
Bundestag (the Federal Parliament), followed 
by a festive dinner. The second day of the 
Gathering started with the International 
Prayer Breakfast at Johannesstift, followed by 
plenary sessions, seminars, and workshops. 

The main theme of the Berlin Gatherings was: 
“Responsibility before God and Man” – a 
quote from the preamble to the German 
Constitution. Each year a different sub theme 
is added—this time it was: “What profit is it to 
a man if he gains the whole world and loses his 
own soul?” 
Angela Merkel, Federal Chancellor of 
Germany sent her written message to the 
Gathering.

She wrote that globalisation is not a fate we 
must blindly submit to but, on the contrary, it 
is something we can influence in order to bring 
us new opportunities. She also stated that the 
international financial crisis was the result of 
absence of regulatory frameworks and the 
lack of responsibility on the part of those who 
were pursuing instant riches. 

Mr McCormack also led an interesting 
discussion group on the global economy. At 
one of the sessions, Mohamed Mahdi Ibrahim 
and Julius Molinga spoke on the same panel. 
Their handshake was heart-warming and 
resulted in an overwhelming standing ovation. 
Both of them expressed their gratitude for the 
peaceful split of Sudan a year ago and their 
hopes that they can restore peace in the 
currently tense situation. 

3. The International Berlin Gathering

Peeter Võsu in front of the German Parliament
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Location: Riga, Latvia
Date: 2 November 2012
Main Lecturers: 
-Inese Libina-Egner, Deputy of the Saeima and 
Legal advisor to the President
-Ilmars Latkovskis, Deputies of the Saeima
-Inga Bite, Deputies of the Saeima
-Pavil Brvers, Bishop of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Latvia
-Miervaldis Krotovs: Chairman of Talsi 
Regional Municipality
-Inga Berzina, Chairman of Kuldiga City Council
-Joseph Dustin, founder of the organisation 
“Streams of Life”

On 2 November, Leo van Doesburg was invited 
to participate in the Latvian National Prayer 
Breakfast. This year's topic was “Blessed are 
the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons 
of God”.
 It was an impressive and powerful event in 
which politicians and Members of Parliament 
shared their thoughts about the importance of 
peace and reconciliation. 

4. The Latvian National Prayer Breakfast

Following the Prayer Breakfast, an in-
ternational discussion was organised on 
“Peace as a virtue and the process of forming 
peace in 
contemporary society”. 

On behalf of ECPM, Leo van Doesburg 
participated in the forum. Leo spoke on “The 
process of developing peace in Europe” and 
concluded with the following message:

Peace is something fragile. Hatred and 
conflicts can easily appear. Therefore, we have 
to fight for the basic values of Europe which 
were also inspired by the values of Jesus. Or, 
like Robert Schuman said: “We are called to 
bethink ourselves of the Christian basics of 
Europe by forming a democratic model of 
governance which through reconciliation 
develops into a community of peoples in 
freedom, equality, solidarity and peace which 
is deeply rooted in the Christian values.

Inese Šlesere at the Latvian Prayer Breakfast
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Location: Berlin, Germany
Date: 14-16 June 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Rudolf Decker, former MP and main organiser 
of the event
-Anette Hubinger, member of the Bundestag
-Patrick Meinhardt, member of the Bundestag
-Josip Juratovic, member of the Bundestag
-Johannes Selle, member of the Bundestag
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Location: The Netherlands
Date: 11-12 June 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Jan Huijgen, farmer and philosopher
-Roel Jongeneel, agricultural economist
-Willy de Zoete, provincial Councillor
-Ger Koopmans, MP (CDA)
-Esmé Wiegman, MP (ChristenUnie)

On 11 and 12 June, the Georgian Christian 
Democratic Movement paid a research visit to 
the Netherlands in order to study Dutch 
agriculture and agricultural policies. The 
reason for this country visit was to learn about 
the current state of Dutch agriculture in more 
detail. This was seen as preparation for the 
policy paper on agriculture to be delivered in 
light of the Georgian elections in October and 
the campaign which will be focused on 
agriculture.The first destination was 
Wateringen (near The Hague) where a visit 
was paid to one of the largest horticulture 
companies with many greenhouses. The 
director of the company showed a 
presentation about the history and values of 
the company, and gave the group a guided 
tour. It was very interesting to see how the 
company made use of recycled rain water and 
solar energy to limit their use of fossil fuels. 
Also it was very interesting to hear how the 
company cooperates as much as possible with 
other horticulture companies in the region.

The next visit was in Goudriaan, where the 
participants received a lunch from farmer Jan 
Vonk who showed them his 55 dairy cows and 
his horses. He told how farmers have 
organised themselves into corporations (like 
Friesland Campina) that regulate the 
distribution of milk to the supermarkets. This 
seemed to be a proposal that deserves more 
attention in Georgian's agriculture. 

5. The Christian Democratic Movement of 
Georgia studies Dutch agriculture

Later that afternoon, the participants had the 
opportunity to visit the Eemlandhoeve in 
Bunschoten where Jan Huijgen discussed the 
different approaches one can have, creating 
either a food valley or a green valley. He made 
the both options concrete by showing both 
'the Greatest Farm' (his neighbour who has a 
h i g h l y  t e c h n i c a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  
automatically operating mega dairy farm, the 
largest in Eemland) and 'the Broadest Farm' 
(his own multifunctional farm that is at the 
same time an educational centre about nature 
and food, a workshops and activities centre, a 
care farm, a meeting centre and a restaurant 
with organic food). 

A discussion followed about these two 
business types and their different strategies. 
At the end of the afternoon, the party office of 
the ChristenUnie in Amersfoort was visited. 
Roel Jongeneel gave a presentation about the 
developments in the agricultural policies of 
the Dutch government in the last decades. On 
the Tuesday, the provincial parliamentary 
party of ChristenUnie/SGP in South-Holland 
was visited in The Hague where the group 
discussed the issue of corporations with Willy 
de Zoete. In the Second Chamber (the Dutch 
House of Representatives) the group spoke 
with Ger Koopmans about the redistribution 
of land areas by law, and with Esmé Wiegman 
about agriculture and sustainability.

CDM members thoroughly 
investigate Dutch agriculture
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Location: Dudestii Vechi, Romania
Date: 15 August 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Gheorghe Nacov, Mayor of Dudestii Vechi
-Niculae Mircovici, Member of the 
Romanian Parliament

Leo van Doesburg took part in the Bulgarian 
Festival of Dudestii Vechi. The event is 
organised annually by the Union of Bulgarians 
in Banat (UBB) and the community of Dudestii 
Vechi, a commune mostly populated by Banat 
Bulgarians (Palcene). The program started 
with a small reception hosted by 
Gheorghe Nacov. 
Following the reception, the Bulgarian Festival

6. Event with the Union of Bulgarians in Banat

was officially inaugurated with a ceremony in 
remembrance of the Bulgarian heroes who fell 
victims in the two world wars and to 
communism in the region. Together with 
Niculae Mircovici and the UBB, Leo van 
Doesburg laid a wreath at the monument on 
behalf of both the Romanian Parliament and 
ECPM. The commemoration concluded with a 
special well-attended church service and Mass 
in the local Roman Catholic Church. In the 
afternoon, participants visited the Museum of 
the Bulgarian Community in Banat, where 
archaeological findings and the history of the 
Bulgarians in the area were presented. The 
festival was brought to an end in the evening 
with a performance of Bulgarian dances 
and music.

Minority event with the Union of Bulgarians in Banat
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Location: Chisinau, Moldova
Date: 28 August 2012
Main Lecturers: 
-Valeriu Ghiletchi, Moldovan MP and member 
of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe
-Leo van Doesburg, external affairs manager 
ECPM

On 28 August ,  the f i rst  Mol dovan 
Parliamentarians' Prayer Breakfast took place. 
In total, ten Members of the Parliament of 
Moldova from three different parties 
participated (the Moldovan parliament has 
101 MPs), as well as an MP from Canada and 
representatives from the Canadian Christian 
Embassy.  

It was encouraging to hear the open and 
personal messages of the participants and to 
see that the principles of Jesus unite politicians 
of different parties. Valeriu Ghiletchi 
organised and chaired this important event. At 
the end, all MPs present agreed to meet each 
other regularly as a prayer group in the 
Moldovan Parliament. 
Below is an excerpt of the message of Leo van 
Doesburg to the participants on behalf 
of ECPM:

7. First Moldovan Parliamentarian 
Prayer Breakfast 

It is with great joy and honour that I accepted 
your invitation to attend the first edition of the 
Prayer Breakfast in the Moldovan Parliament, 
an important milestone that symbolises the 
desire to engrave the importance of faith and 
Christian values upon political activity.
As you might know, ECPM was founded in 
order to unite Christian politicians throughout 
Europe in developing and promoting Christian 
Democratic values on all political levels in 
Europe based on the teachings of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

We also advocate for these values via our 
partners within European structures such as 
the European Union and the Council of Europe. 
We have been fortunate to closely collaborate 
with partners such as Mr Valeriu Ghiletchi on 
crucial topics like the intolerance against 
Christians in Europe and other faith-related 
issues. 

On behalf of European Christian Political 
Movement, please accept our best wishes for a 
fruitful event and a thriving spirit of faith 
among the people of Moldova.

Particpants of the Prayer Breakfast

36

Location: Sibiu, Romania
Date: 1-2 September 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Florin Cioabă, the President of the Roma 
Christian Centre
-Leo van Doesburg, external affairs manager 
ECPM

According to an already established custom, 
the first weekend of September marked the 
festivities of the Roma Culture Days, an event 
organised by and addressed to the Roma 
communities in Sibiu. 

In his opening address, Mr Florin Cioabă 
s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  
implementation of Biblical values in society 
and that, in view of this, the Christian Centre of 
the Roma has been made an official part of 
ECPM, an organisation represented at the 
meeting by Leo van Doesburg. 

Mr van Doesburg outlined the importance of 
promoting Christian values in society as well as 
the need to preserve a Europe of diversity in 
which different cultures and traditions can 
cohabitate and where the human dignity of 
each and every person is respected. 

These values must be based on the fact that 
we are all created in the image and likeness of 
God. Throughout the second day of the event, 
invitees took part in a worship service at the 
Philadelphia Church and, in the evening, were 
entertained by a music and dance concert held 
by professional artist groups.

 The event was concluded first with Mr 
Cioabă's call to fight against discrimination 
between Roma and Romanians by reaching 
out to each other in a handshake of peace, 
based on European, Democratic, and 
Christian values.

8. The Roma Culture Days and meeting with the 
Leadership of the International Romani Union

The Roma Culture Days then ended with the 
meeting of the Presidium of the International 
Romani Union, where speakers delivered 
powerful, unambiguous messages of peace, 
friendship, and dialogue. 

As part of the speakers' panel, Mr van 
Doesburg highlighted the importance of 
developing strategies that make it possible for 
the Roma to speak up in European societies 
and ECPM's readiness to offer assistance in 
promoting the human dignity of all 
human beings. 

Leo van Doesburg and Mr Cioabă 
during the event
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Location: Budva, Montenegro
Date: 25-27 May 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Ranko Krivokapic, Speaker of the Parliament 
of Montenegro
-Zlatko Lagumdzija, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina
-Robert Aderholt, Member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives
-Igor Luksic, Prime Minister of Montenegro
-James M. Inhofe, U.S. Senator from 
Oklahoma
-Sali Berisha, Prime Minister of Albania
-Milo Djukanovic, Former President of 
Montenegro
-Filip Vujanovic, President of Montenegro
-Srdjan Milic, President of the Socialist 
People's Party of Montenegro
-Bob McEwen, Former US Congressman
-Dusko Knezevic, President of the Atlas Group
-Stjepan Mesic, Former President of Croatia
-Fatmir Mediu, Minister of Environment, 
Forests and Water Administration of Albania
-And many others

The 9th South-East European Gathering 
(SEEG) is an annual event organised by high-
level regional leaders and strongly supported 
by Members of the American Congress, which 
aims to build greater understanding and unity 
in the region by bringing together government 
officials, diplomats, politicians and other 
leaders (business, media, etc.) around the 
principles of Jesus. This year's SEEG was 
organised by the Prayer Breakfast Group in the 
Montenegrin Parliament and welcomed 
around 300 participants from the Balkan 
Region, Europe, and North America.  The main 
part of the event took place all day on Saturday 
26 May. Following registration, participants 
gathered in the Conference Room for a Prayer 
Breakfast and a first round of discussions that 
tackled the topic “Unity with Diversity”. 

9. 9th South-East European Gathering: 
Unity with diversity

In their presentations, speakers not only spoke 
of the immense challenges that the region had 
faced but also stressed the need to understand 
diversity and respect opponents in order to 
promote the building of modern democratic 
societies in the region. This notion of 
togetherness is not new, Prime Minister Lukšić 
argued: “The global togetherness has been 
recognised by Woodrow Wilson in the League 
of the Nations, forerunner of the United 
Nations. For Schuman, Monnet, Adenauer and 
others, the idea of united Europe became a 
prerequisite for the old continent's 
development”.

A second plenary session on “Common Values 
for a Common Future” took place after a 
coffee break.  The panellists jointly sent 
messages of peace, love, coexistence, and 
mutual tolerance based on the principles of 
Jesus. Duško Knežević, spoke of a rapidly 
increasing level of our interdependence in our 
world.  “Regional networking and joint 
appearance with tolerance, dialogue, and 
cooperation is no longer a question of choice”, 
he noted, “but rather a certainty”. The third 
session took place after lunch and a few other 
speeches were given during dinner.
The third and last day was reserved for a 
guided tour of the surroundings as well as for a 
final session of discussions. 

Overview of the conference room
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Location: Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Date: 30 November 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Leo van Doesburg, external affairs manager 
ECPM
-Drazen Glavas,  president of PUMA 
association in Zagreb 

This conference had for a goal to develop a 
sense of responsibility of leaders towards the 
people they lead. Targeted groups were 
political leaders, businessmen and others who 
find themselves in any kind of work where 
they have social responsibility and therefore a 
need to be people of integrity and strong 
moral values. We have taken some values from 
religious events and people participating in 
creating a state, society, family or influencing a 
public life in any other way; and we wanted to 
apply some of those teachings to current state 
of society (politics, economics social life etc.). 
First speaker was Drazen Glavas and he spoke 
about moral values in business. 

10. Conference: “Moral values in business and 
politics“, Sarajevo (Bosnia Herzegovina)

He has been raising lots of questions in his 
speech, such as:” What kind of values would 
you like to have in your leaders? 
How would you define leadership?”  Drazen 
emphasized on the fact that without moral 
values we cannot transform leadership 
because when integrity is lost, everything 
is lost.
Second speaker, Leo Van Doesburg spoke 
about political responsibility: leadership, 
moral values and democracy. He included in 
his speech how politics, community and 
identity are interdependent and therefore 
mentioned each of these elements separately. 

Furthermore, he had emphasized how 
diversity is something that should be 
celebrated and should be the base of politics. 
Mr. van Doesburg also spoke how political 
responsibility includes: human dignity, 
legitimacy, justice, common good, integrity, 
role model, visionary, stewardship, succession 
and rewards and awards.

Speakers during the conference
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9. 9th South-East European Gathering: 
Unity with diversity
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of the Nations, forerunner of the United 
Nations. For Schuman, Monnet, Adenauer and 
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coffee break.  The panellists jointly sent 
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mutual tolerance based on the principles of 
Jesus. Duško Knežević, spoke of a rapidly 
increasing level of our interdependence in our 
world.  “Regional networking and joint 
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The third and last day was reserved for a 
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final session of discussions. 

Overview of the conference room
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Location: Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Date: 30 November 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Leo van Doesburg, external affairs manager 
ECPM
-Drazen Glavas,  president of PUMA 
association in Zagreb 

This conference had for a goal to develop a 
sense of responsibility of leaders towards the 
people they lead. Targeted groups were 
political leaders, businessmen and others who 
find themselves in any kind of work where 
they have social responsibility and therefore a 
need to be people of integrity and strong 
moral values. We have taken some values from 
religious events and people participating in 
creating a state, society, family or influencing a 
public life in any other way; and we wanted to 
apply some of those teachings to current state 
of society (politics, economics social life etc.). 
First speaker was Drazen Glavas and he spoke 
about moral values in business. 

10. Conference: “Moral values in business and 
politics“, Sarajevo (Bosnia Herzegovina)

He has been raising lots of questions in his 
speech, such as:” What kind of values would 
you like to have in your leaders? 
How would you define leadership?”  Drazen 
emphasized on the fact that without moral 
values we cannot transform leadership 
because when integrity is lost, everything 
is lost.
Second speaker, Leo Van Doesburg spoke 
about political responsibility: leadership, 
moral values and democracy. He included in 
his speech how politics, community and 
identity are interdependent and therefore 
mentioned each of these elements separately. 

Furthermore, he had emphasized how 
diversity is something that should be 
celebrated and should be the base of politics. 
Mr. van Doesburg also spoke how political 
responsibility includes: human dignity, 
legitimacy, justice, common good, integrity, 
role model, visionary, stewardship, succession 
and rewards and awards.

Speakers during the conference
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Location: Novi Sad, Serbia
Date: 27 November 2012
Main Lecturers:
-Dusan Jakovljev, Vice-president of the 
Assembly of the Autonomous Province 
Voivodina
-Leo Doesburg, external affairs manager ECPM

At this conference, several important items 
were discussed, including the need for 
national councils in Republic of Serbia and the 
autonomous province Vojvodina to 
satisfy the needs and rights of minorities, the 
Law of Religious Communities, and education 
for minorities in Vojvodina. 

This meeting concluded that it is imperative 
that political representatives from national 
minorities be involved in state institutions 
from the local level up to provincial and 
republic levels.

The Law of Religious Communities is not in 
accordance with the Constitution of Serbia:

11. Conference: “The positive role of minorities in 
Vojvodina, in the integration process of 
Serbia in the EU”

concretely, it discriminates against minorities,   
national communities, and small religious 
communities. 

The conclusion drawn here was that there is an 
urgent need to recognise the rights of religious 
communities (Bunjevci's Catholic Church, neo 
Protestants and evangelical communities) in 
the same manner as those mentioned in the 
Law of  the Rel ig ious Communit ies.  
Furthermore, the Romanian Orthodox Church 
should be accepted as one of the traditional 
churches in  Serbia.

Another conclusion of the conference was 
that the law on low-circulation manuals 
should work properly. At present, school 
manuals for national minorities in their own 
language are not easily accessible and are 
sometimes are missing. It was also concluded 
that the problem concerning the acceptance 
of school diplomas from other countries 
should be solved.

 Leo van Doesburg was one of the lecturers

Leo van Doesburg, Eunice Vatran
and Lenuca Caran
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The ECPF thanks all its members and all 
organisations who co-operated and supported 
and contributed to a successful first year.  The 
ECPF thanks also the many individuals who 
helped in the organisation of all the events and 
work of the ECPF. 

From first of January 2014 onwards the ECPF 
will continue its work under the new name 
Foundation for Christian Politics in Europe 
(FCPE).

Johannes de Jong
Manager European Christian Political 
Foundation
Utrechtseweg 1A
3811 NA Amersfoort 
The Netherlands
E: secretariat@ecpf.info  
Cell: + 31 (0)610763632
Tel: + 31 (0)33 3040012
www.ecpf.info 

Activity Report

The European Christian Political Foundation 
(ECPF) is the political foundation for the 
European Christian Political Movement. The 
ECPF supports and underpins the ECPM 
especially in terms of political content through 
European co-operation and the introduction 
of analysis, ideas and policy options. The ECPF 
shares the basic program and Christian values 
of the ECPM. The ECPF welcomes thinktanks, 
NGO's and individual politicians as members if 
they agree with these values and the 
Christian-democrat principles as expressed in 
the basic programme. 

The ECPF aims to present a new Christian-
democrat vision for Europe as an alternative 
for our culture, economy and politics. The 
relational reality of life is the starting point for 
this development. A Europe based on 
relational values is our goal. Based on this 
vision we co-operate with our members in 
equipping Christians for effective involvement 
in the debates in Europe's societies and 
political levels. 

A report of all major activities of the ECPF in 
2012 shows how the ECPF developed in its 
second year of existence. The ECPF thanks its 
volunteers for their efforts that made it 
possible to have a smooth running 
administration and to develop a website that 
has also become a European portal to many 
like-minded organisations and their research 
and publications. You are warmly invited to 
visit our website: www.ecpf.info  
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Dropping temperatures and increasing snow 
did not prevent that at 27 January 40 young 
people arrived in Bryuhovychy nearby Lviv 
(Ukraine) to attend the 'Europe's Values' 
conference organized by the ECPF and its 
member-organisation 'Foundation for 
Democratic Initiatives'. 

Dr. Sander Luitwieler had the honour to hold a 
'double-lecture' on Europe's Values. He made 
a clear outline on how the various cultural 
traditions influenced the development of 
European culture and the major influence of 
Christianity had on Europe at the view at 
humanity, diversity and values. Current values 
like freedom, equality, justice and community 
as present in Europe are defined to a high 
degree by Christian convictions regarding 
humanity and life. 

The presentations of Mr. Johannes de Jong, 
manager ECPF, and Mr. Andriy Parubiy (MP), a 
member of the Committee of foreign affairs in 
the Verkhovna Rada (Parliament) of Ukraine 
emphasized the importance of preserving 
Christian values in the process towards more 
integration in Europe as ENP country. 

2.1 Conferences and Seminars

1. Young Ukrainians choose Christian values for 
Europe's future

The presentation of Mrs. Anna Masna of the 
FDI on the history of the EU gave impulses for 
the working groups who reflected on how 
European Values could be integrated in 
Ukrainian society and also how Christian 
values could play a role in this process. Big 
questions like the willingness in the EU to view 
at Ukraine as part of European society were 
raised. Mr. Yuriy Mindyuk, director of FDI, 
advocated in his presentation an alternative 
European vision for European co-operation of 
European oriented Eastern-European 
countries who recognize another in shared 
history and value-patterns.

In the Orthodox Church nearby the conference 
found a fitting conclusion in a mass the 
following Sunday morning. A conference that 
showed that Ukrainian young people are self-
confident in their choice for Christian and 
European values.
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Anna Masna and audience
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At 15 March the Iona Institute and the 
European Christian Political Foundation 
hosted a conference in Dublin on the future of 
denominational schools in light of Irish 
Education Minister Ruairi Quinn's Forum on 
the same topic. 130 participants who work in 
the educational  f ield attended this 
conference.
Speakers were Church of Ireland Bishop of 
Meath and Kildare, Richard Clarke; the Chair of 
the Catholic schools Partnership, Fr Michael 
Drumm; and Mr Henk Vos of VGS an 
organisation which supports boards and 
directors of Christian schools in the 
Netherlands. The chairman for the day was Dr 
John Murray of Mater Dei Institute.

Bishop Clarke told the conference that cuts to 
the education budget were disproportionately 
impacting Church of Ireland schools. He said 
that the cuts were targeting smaller schools, 
and that many Church of Ireland schools 
would end up being non-viable if the cuts were 
implemented. Fr Drumm said that some of the 
preliminary recommendations of the Forum 
could have the effect of badly undermining the 
ethos and identity of denominational schools. 

2. Plurality in education in Ireland

Meanwhile, Mr Vos explained how in the 
Netherlands two-thirds of primary schools are 
Church-run and State-funded and enjoy a high 
degree of autonomy. The result, he said, was 
quality schools and a high degree of parental 
satisfaction. 

In the debate with the audience it became 
clear that the freedom of choice for the 
parents to choose a school fitting with their 
convictions is essential for a good involvement 
of parents and thus good quality of the 
education of the next generation. This 
freedom of choice is only present if there is 
real diversity and plurality in education which 
in turn is only possible if schools can work 
according to their ethos and identity. 

In a separate meeting in the Oireachtas, 
members of both Dail and Seanad later on 
underscribed the need for plurality in 
education in Ireland.

The ECPF will continue to monitor 
developments in Europe that touch the 
freedom of faith and the parental rights to 
raise and educate their children according 
their convictions.  
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Participating teachers and experts

At April 27, the ECPF held a congress about the 
European Union in The Hague, together with 
the Research Institute of the ChristenUnie 
party. The beautiful Old Meeting Hall of the 
Dutch House of Representatives was full with 
congress participants that afternoon. The 
timing of the congress could not have been 
better, because just in that week important 
negotiations had taken place about the 2013 
budget, in which the ChristenUnie had taken 
the lead. Budget cuts were necessary because 
of European agreements in the Stability- and 
Growth Pact. 

Researchers Luitwieler and Ten Napel and 
politicians Slob and Van Dalen were speakers 
at the congress. Over 80 attendants 
participated in the conference. Dr. Sander 
Luitwieler, researcher for the ECPF 'Europe's 
Values' study project, encouraged the Dutch 
ChristenUnie party to speak henceforth both 
positive and critical about the European 
Union. In the Christian political philosophical 
tradition originating from neo-Calvinism, 
'public justice' is seen as the core political 
norm for the task of government.

Luitwieler stated that public justice can be 
applied also at a supranational level, such as 
that of the European Union. Public justice can 
help policy makers to balance multiple 
interests. Justice should be the leading 
principle, not the laws of economics and the 
financial markets. At the moment, Europe is at 
a crosspoint between, at the one side, a 
financial crisis, and, at the other side, also a 
crisis of legitimacy. Constitutional law scholar 
prof. Hans Martien ten Napel argued for 'a 
higher form of tolerance' in Europe than just 
escaping sensitive issues. Remaining silent 
about the name of God in a constitution is not 
religiously impartial. Based on the thought of 
European law professor Joseph Weiler, 

3. 'Values for Europe' conference in The Hague

Ten Napel observed a 'Christian deficit' in 
Europe. This is shown in the fact that many 
academics, especially on the history of 
European integration, neglect the Christian 
heritage of Europe. European integration was 
not defended because of the process itself or 
because of the results, but because of the 
ideals that were the foundation for it. Now 
Europe is increasingly post-Christian, also the 
European idealism (Weiler even calls it 
'European messianism') disappears.

Peter van Dalen MEP suggested that research 
should be done on the possible future of the 
eurozone. Might it be a good idea to introduce 
an adjusted euro for countries like Greece and 
Spain, so that countries can develop their 
economies in their own ways, taking into 
account their own possibilities? It has become 
clear that the current way to deal with the 
crisis has not led to a solution. The ECPF 
answered this challenge in 2013 with the 
publication 'The Future of the Euro'.
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No, the game is not over–yet! There is still 
hope for Europe, participants at the State of 
Europe Forum in Copenhagen (9 May) heard. 
But warnings of serious consequences if 
radical change is not effected were sounded 
by several speakers.
The one-day forum, held annually in the 
capital of the country holding the EU 
presidency, aims to evaluate the current state 
of Europe in the light of Robert Schuman's 
vision for a 'community of peoples deeply 
rooted in Christian values'. 

Tunne Kelam, a leading dissident of the Soviet 
era in Estonia  and a europarliamentarian 
since 2004, spoke of Europe as a sick continent 
requiring proper diagnosis in order to receive 
an effective remedy.
Mr. Kelam pointed to the crucial role of a 
creative minority of practising Christians. 
Robert Schuman and his colleagues, Kondrad 
Adenauer and Alcide De Gaspari, who 
believed that democracy was either Christian, 
or it would become non-existent. 

4. State Of Europe Forum:
 'The game is not over... yet!

Tyranny and anarchy were the alternative 
outcomes, Schuman believed. Mr. Kelam 
challenged the audience to be such a creative 
minority in a 'sick' Europe. 

Dr Gary Wilton, representative of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury to the EU, likened 
the current situation to the moment before a 
car crash: “We don't know where exactly we 
are in the process and we certainly don't know 
what state we will end up in. What we do know 
is that it's not going to be like it was before the 
crash started. It's been a long time in the 
making, and it will be a long time in the 
solving.”  

Economist Dr Michael Schluter called for a 
Copernican revolution placing relationships 
rather than economics at the heart of society 
to give Europe a fresh future.
Videos and audio recordings of forum are 
accessible via the ECPF website. 
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Copenhagen, the city that hosted the event

The ECPF is grateful for the many positive 
responses it received after its first Europe-
wide congress that took place at 7 June in the 
European Parliament. The issue of economy 
and morality draws clearly more interest than 
ever at the moment that Europe is searching 
to find a sustainable way out of the ongoing 
crisis. 

Dr. Philip Blond, Dr. Luigino Bruni, Mr. Peter 
Briscoe, Dr. Michael Schluter, Dr. Tomas 
Sedlacek and Dr. Peter Ester presented their 
perspectives.  
All speakers pointed to the moral deficit in our 
economy at a moment that many people in 
Europe see and experience the consequences 
of this lack of values in our economic system.  

Over 100 participants discussed with the 
speakers on the question how values can play 
again a role in our economy and how 
ownership and responsibility can be restored. 

5. ECPF Congress: ,,Europe's economy needs 
a new paradigm” 

It is clear that the perspective of the human 
being as a relational being and the value of 
family and community are fundamental for 
any future vision for our economy.
The ECPF thanks all the speakers who shared 
their vision and experience with the audience. 

A DVD at which all lectures can be seen and 
read has been produced. Those who wish to 
order the DVD can contact the ECPF office. 

The ECPF will continue to support further co-
operation towards a new paradigm for 
Europe's economy. Another important step in 
this process is the joint ECPF/Jubilee Centre 
publication 'After Capitalism'. 
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Videos and audio recordings of forum are 
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Copenhagen, the city that hosted the event
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Many Young Polish Christian-democrat 
organisations were represented at the 
seminar in Krakow in the beautiful abbey of 
Tyniec that took place between 27 and 29 
June. This ECPF event was hosted by the 
Jagellonian Club. The core questions touching 
the soul of Europe were on the table and 
attracted therefore a lot of attention and 
created a lively debate on how Christians 
should be involved in the public debate and in 
political live. 

As ECPF manager Johannes de Jong had the 
opportunity to reflect on the trends in cultural 
and political debates in Europe and to explain 
the role of the ECPF in these debates. The 
relevancy in the cultural and political debates 
of a relational view at man and society was the 
focus of this kick-off of this seminar.   

The second day of the seminar allowed a 
deeper reflection on the questions regarding 
the role of Christianity in Europe. Paweł Rojek 
of the Jagellonian Club reflected deeper on the 
question whether we can indeed talk about a 
'post-secular Europe' and how Christians 
should play their 
role in Europe. 

6. Europe's values in a 'Post-Secular Europe'

The examples of the Arch of Triumph and the 
Crystal Palace were placed as the view at 
Europe as a secular project in the spirit of the 
French revolution or a multi-faceted Europe 
that allows religious and other worldviews to 
play their role in all aspects of society. 

Marcin Kędzierski (President Jagellonian Club) 
took the challenge of the previous lecture one 
step further by presenting the 'economy of 
communion' as a Christian model that 
provides answers that address the roots of the 
current financial crisis. The economist 
Professor Luigino Bruni is the 'father' of this 
model for the economy and was also a speaker 
at the ECPF congress 'Values, foundations for 
Europe's economy'.

Johannes de Jong challenged those present to 
work together in civil society in his 
introduction to the final debate. This evoked a 
thorough discussion with many positive 
conclusions. Many organizations present 
decided to start or deepen their co-operation 
in order to become more effectively involved 
in Polish and European 
civil society.
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Debating Europe’s future

The ECPF co-organized and participated in a 
conference on human trafficking that took 
place between 23 and 26 October in Arad, 
Romania. ECPF member-organisation 'Pro 
Prietenia Arad' took the initiative and the lead 
to organize this conference on this important 
theme. ECPF member organisation 'World 
Teach Romania' was one of the co-organisers 
of this event. Other major partners were the 
USA embassy in Romania, the Pointman 
Leadership Institute and several branches of 
local, regional and the national government of 
Romania.

7. 'Stop the traffick' to end modern-day slavery

The conference provided insight in the process 
behind this sad trade in human beings. 
Participants learned from each other how to 
combat human trafficking in an effective way 
drawing on national and international 
experience.

The ECPF is pleased that it could contribute to 
the fight against modern-day slavery and 
thanks its members and all those who 
contributed to this event. 
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ECPF and Solidarna Polska can look back at a 
very successful joint conference on family 
policy in Europe and Poland which took place 
at 24 November in Warsaw.

The conference proved to be an excellent 
environment to exchange views and 
experiences. Speakers shared their European 
and various national perspectives on a range 
of related themes with the audience of more 
than 100 participants among which 
representatives of a number of Polish family 
organizations.

Mr. Zbigniew Ziobro MEP, President of 
Solidarna Polska (Solidarity Poland) opened 
the conference. In his speech he emphasized 
how obvious it should be that the state 
supports families. 

While outlining the situation in Poland he 
presented the family policy document of 
Solidarna Polska as a way forward in Poland 
and as example for European partners how we 
can invest in the future of Europe. 
 

8. Successful family policy conference in Warsaw

Mr. David Fieldsend as Chair of the ECPF stated 
in agreement with Mr. Ziobro that Europe 
should realize the situation of its families and 
the impact this has and will have on economy 
and society. 

The audience had the special opportunity to 
hear a European and global perspective on 
current developments in the situation of the 
family and family policies. This provided an 
excellent background for the Polish 
perspective on the state of the family. 
As conclusion of this event it can be stated that 
family life is essential for the human existence 
and that economy and fiscal policies should 
serve family life. By doing so these family-
oriented policies will serve society and 
prevent many problems in our countries. 

The ECPF publication 'Family & Fair Taxation' 
aims to promote such family-friendly policies. 
The ECPF thanks its partner in this event 
'Solidarna Polska' and all speakers for their 
contributions.
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Speakers and participating family NGO's

The European Christian Political Foundation 
and ChristianUnion's Think Tank ('Groen van 
Prinsterer Institute') finalized in 2012 a project 
that looks at the historical and cultural 
foundation of Europe is led by Dr. Sander 
Luitwieler. 

The project does not focus on the EU, its role 
and institutions, but rather on Europe's shared 
history, common values and religious heritage. 
Based on that, this study describes a Christian 
contribution to the debate on the cultural 
direction of Europe. The result will be 
published in 2013.

2.2 ECPF study projects & publications 

1. 'Europe's Values'

By Paul Mills and Michael Schluter

The world is set to be in financial turmoil for 
some years to come.  Searching questions are 
being asked about the future of Capitalism in 
the light of the European debt crisis, 
exorbitant levels of executive pay, short 
termism in share trading, and the dominance 
of the financial economy over the real 
economy of goods and services. 

The fall of communism left capitalism as the 
only show in town; as it grows increasingly 
unfit for purpose, where do we go next?  

‘After Capitalism' seeks to rethink the 
foundations of a market economy and argues 
that the Bible's central theme of relationships 
is the key to rebuilding a system that promotes 
economic well-being, financial stability and 
social cohesion.

This joint ECPF & Jubilee Centre publication 
costs € 12,50 and can be ordered via the ECPF 
office or via Jubilee Centre.  

2. 'After Capitalism'
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The European Christian Political Foundation in 
co-operation with the Dutch ChristenUnie and 
its Scientific Institute commissioned a 
research into the euro crisis.

The research is a reflection from the Dutch 
perspective with profound conclusions for the 
whole eurozone. An independent working 
group set to work under the supervision of 
Prof. Dr. Johan Graafland, which has resulted 
in the following report: 'The Future of the 
Euro: A Comparative Analysis of Five Policy 
Options'. The last six months, the crisis has 
deteriorated and the call for perspective has 
intensified. Unemployment increases and 
benefits are cut back. Economic policy 
measures are really affecting us now. And it 
gets worse. As this study makes clear, 
whatever path we will take to combat the euro 
crisis, it is always be very costly. But there is 
more to this crisis than money and property 
alone. The added value of this report is at least 
twofold: the scientific foundation of the claim 
that there are good alternatives to the current 
path (of further integration) and the 
connection that is made between economic 
and political-cultural factors.

The central question to be considered is: what 
is, in the long term, the best option for the EU 
as well as for countries that will possibly leave 
the euro-zone? Thus, the research question of 
this report will be: which policy option 
provides the best guarantee of a sustainable 
economic development of all the countries of 
the EU?

3. 'The Future of the Euro: A Comparative Analysis 
of Five Policy Options'

You can order the report for € 10, - (not 
including shipment costs) by sending an email 
to secretariat@ecpf.info
Information on 2011 publications is available 
on www.ecpf.info . More publications coming 
soon in 2013.

52

3 EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN 
POLITICAL YOUTH 
NETWORK (ECPYN) 



The European Christian Political Foundation in 
co-operation with the Dutch ChristenUnie and 
its Scientific Institute commissioned a 
research into the euro crisis.

The research is a reflection from the Dutch 
perspective with profound conclusions for the 
whole eurozone. An independent working 
group set to work under the supervision of 
Prof. Dr. Johan Graafland, which has resulted 
in the following report: 'The Future of the 
Euro: A Comparative Analysis of Five Policy 
Options'. The last six months, the crisis has 
deteriorated and the call for perspective has 
intensified. Unemployment increases and 
benefits are cut back. Economic policy 
measures are really affecting us now. And it 
gets worse. As this study makes clear, 
whatever path we will take to combat the euro 
crisis, it is always be very costly. But there is 
more to this crisis than money and property 
alone. The added value of this report is at least 
twofold: the scientific foundation of the claim 
that there are good alternatives to the current 
path (of further integration) and the 
connection that is made between economic 
and political-cultural factors.

The central question to be considered is: what 
is, in the long term, the best option for the EU 
as well as for countries that will possibly leave 
the euro-zone? Thus, the research question of 
this report will be: which policy option 
provides the best guarantee of a sustainable 
economic development of all the countries of 
the EU?

3. 'The Future of the Euro: A Comparative Analysis 
of Five Policy Options'

You can order the report for € 10, - (not 
including shipment costs) by sending an email 
to secretariat@ecpf.info
Information on 2011 publications is available 
on www.ecpf.info . More publications coming 
soon in 2013.

52

3 EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN 
POLITICAL YOUTH 
NETWORK (ECPYN) 



Last year has been a year of versatile activities 
for ECPYN and its members. With the election 
of a new board and a new President at the 
General Assembly in Zagreb in July, ECPYN is 
now evolving into a new organisation. The key 
words for the goals of ECPYN are: Political 
action, Communication, Impact.

Political action: There is no political topic on 
which ECPYN has nothing to say. This was well 
demonstrated in 2012 with the rich variety of 
topics touched upon at ECPYN events. This 
includes the right of minorities, which was 
brilliantly shown during the Study visit in 
Montenegro in December. The visits of Roma 
camps with the Roma association and local 
NGOs and politicians was a fruitful experience. 
The message is clear: Christian-Democratic 
values stand for the weak and for the Human 
Dignity wherever you are. Naturally, we 
intensively discussed the economy and the 
financial situation of Europe as well. The kick-
off for this topic was already in February  
during the Winter School in Hungary: “the 
Emergency Exit – Humanity behind the 
financial crisis in Europe”. Most participants 
agreed that only a Christian-Democratic 
approach of the current economic situation 
can deal with both the fruits and the roots of 
the crisis.

Communication: By building more intensive 
relationships with its members, ECPYN is 
working on bringing more value-based ideas 
to members in order for them to echo their 
activities at a broader level. As ECPYN we want 
to mobilize more young people to become 
active, with more meaningful content. We 
motivate ourselves and others to become 
more active on social media, engage more in 
international congresses etc. In our board, we 
have adapted new roles and tasks to facilitate 
this even better!  All these efforts are made in 

Introduction: 2012, a year of transition for ECPYN!

order to stand up for our message at the 
international level. We know that much is to 
be done, but at least we are getting there. 
Impact: As a youth movement, we are not only 
interested in the “Today” of the politics, but 
also in the “Tomorrow”. And the tomorrow 
will take place with us, with ECPYN and with 
strong Christian-Democratic politicians. I 
believe this would be the summary of what 
has been the most important milestone in 
2012: the launch of Crossroads: the Christian-
Democratic Political Academy. Crossroads had 
its first week-end in Romania, its second in 
Croatia and its third week-end in Ukraine. Each 
of these week-ends was full of training, 
learning, brainstorming and exchange. 
Crossroads does not only demonstrate the 
vitality of our movements, it is also proof of 
the continuous development of our ideas by 
being – indeed - the first European Christian-
Democratic Political Academy ever. The 
footprints of this cutting edge Program cannot 
be underestimated. Crossroads' aim is to have 
a bigger place in European politics, and it will, 
and with it ECPYN as well. Beyond every 
political action there are values, and beyond 
every organisation there are people. Action 
without values are just noisy cymbals. 
Organisation without people are empty shells. 
The whole dynamics of ECPYN is a reality 
thanks to all these persons who spend time 
and effort for it. Thanks to them, and let us 
keep working for an even better 2013!

Denys Dhiver
President European Christian Political 
Youth Network54

‘Crossroads – Christian Democratic Political 
Academy' is the ECPYN political Academy, a 
new step towards revitalising Christian-
Democracy in Europe by shaping the leaders of 
tomorrow, and of the day after tomorrow. 

The idea to organize such a political training 
course dedicated to young people is definitely 
an investment in the future. Addressing both 
theoretical and practical aspect of politics, 
Crossroads offers to young Christian-
Democrats a unique chance to become (even 
more) successful politicians.

1. Crossroads: Raise a new generation, 
raise the expectations

Crossroads participants in the European Parliament with MEP Sari Essayah from Finland

And what is better for receiving training than 
travel and meet experts where they are? 
During four successive week-ends across the 
continent (Romania, Croatia, Ukraine and the 
Netherlands), the participants were taught on 
the foundation of the Christian-Democratic 
worldview, principles, policies, and practical 
skills. Participants between 18 and 35, from 12 
different countries, all eager to get ready to 
spread the Christian-Democratic mind-set. 
And they did get ready! This task was not an 
easy task, and indeed, much work was 
e x p e c t e d  f r o m  t h e m :  w o r k s h o p s ,  
presentations, draft policies, etc. 
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Out of the dozens of candidates applying for 
the Crossroads, 11 of them successfully 
graduated. They received their certificates in 
Soest, the Netherlands, in February 2013, 
from the President of ECPYN; with delegations 
of ECPM and ECPF as main sponsors, being 
present as well. These 11 form the first 
Christian-Democratic Academy Alumni group 
ever, a historic moment.

Investing in youth is the best thing you can do 
in  pol i t ics  “Crossroads successful ly  
d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  h o p e  a n d  t h e  
determination of ECPYN to raise a new 
generation of political leaders into Christian-
Democracy!" says Denys Dhiver, President of 
the ECPYN. 

Last but not least, this political adventure is 
also a human adventure where friendships are 
build up and community feeling grows. Of 
course, the story does not end here, and the 
Crossroads will start again, in October 2013. 

And again after 2013, and again after that, in 
order to continuously facilitate young people 
in Europe who believe in the dignity of the 
human being and Christian-Democratic 
values.

Crossroads participants at work
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ECPYN members from all over Europe 
gathered for 2012's Winter School in 
Esztergom, Hungary from 6th to 10th of 
February 2012. The week-long event provided 
the young Christian participants with the 
chance to take part in thought-provoking 
lectures, interactive workshops and in a wide 
range of extra-curricular programmes.

The menu of the first day existed of two 
insightful lectures on the effects of the 
economic crisis on Eastern Europe and a 
training on Socrates' debating techniques, 
followed by a tour across the historic town. 
The curtain came down on the day's events 
with the ECPYN movie evening, in which we 
even met Meryl Streep – but on screen as 
former UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher: 
the embodiment of British conservatism.

2. Winter School: the Emergency Exit – Humanity 
behind the financial crisis in Europe

The participants were energised on a snowy 
Wednesday morning when the day opened 
with a lecture on European energy policy, in 
the context of a sustainable oil and natural gas 
supply system: a highly strategic international 
pipeline across the continent. 

This was followed by an intellectual dialogue 
on Christian morals and the financial crisis, 
guided by Patrick Eagan, a political and PR 
adviser from the USA.

For the first time ECPYN introduced its 
Corporate Social Responsibility campaign as 
participants paid a visit to a local home for 
disabled people to spend the afternoon 
together with patients, who's overwhelming 
love made every guest feel at home. 
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Crossroads participants at work
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gathered for 2012's Winter School in 
Esztergom, Hungary from 6th to 10th of 
February 2012. The week-long event provided 
the young Christian participants with the 
chance to take part in thought-provoking 
lectures, interactive workshops and in a wide 
range of extra-curricular programmes.

The menu of the first day existed of two 
insightful lectures on the effects of the 
economic crisis on Eastern Europe and a 
training on Socrates' debating techniques, 
followed by a tour across the historic town. 
The curtain came down on the day's events 
with the ECPYN movie evening, in which we 
even met Meryl Streep – but on screen as 
former UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher: 
the embodiment of British conservatism.

2. Winter School: the Emergency Exit – Humanity 
behind the financial crisis in Europe

The participants were energised on a snowy 
Wednesday morning when the day opened 
with a lecture on European energy policy, in 
the context of a sustainable oil and natural gas 
supply system: a highly strategic international 
pipeline across the continent. 

This was followed by an intellectual dialogue 
on Christian morals and the financial crisis, 
guided by Patrick Eagan, a political and PR 
adviser from the USA.
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Impressed by the hospitality of the home for 
disabled people, participants could not have 
been better prepared for an afternoon lecture 
by an analyst from the KDNP (Hungarian 
Christian Democrats), on the role of the 
human being in European Christian politics. At 
the end of the day  there was a walk across the 
Danube to Slovakia, and a relaxing spa under 
the stars supplemented by throwing 
s n o w b a l l s  i n  s w i m m i n g  o u t f i t .
The next day offered an exhilarating excursion 
to Budapest, culminating in a visit to the 
commanding Parliament building.

A lecture on 'Europe and Christianity' brought 
constructive criticism on current European 
policies and showed how to address economic 
issues while preserving a Christian outlook. 

In the afternoon Winter School participants 
pooled all their energy to gather outside the 
Belarusian Embassy in Budapest and express 
their serious concerns for the fate of that 
country. A candlelit protest against the 
authorities there included a banner with the 
inscription: 'Free Belarus'. 

After all the action planned for the day, there 
was a surprise folk evening with a Hungarian 
string band and a dynamic performance in 
Esztergom, in which even a dancer from the 
Board displayed his Hungarian roots.
The 2012 Winter School of the ECPYN 
created a platform for all members to be part 
of both a practical and intellectual training 
event and hear lectures on a wide range of 
topics related to Christian Democracy.
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The Summer School on Empowerment took 
place on the 10th -14th July in Zagreb Croatia. 
The first day of lectures opened with a 
historical overview of Croatia for all the 
summer school participants arriving from 
their home countries. This day allowed 
'outdoors types' to explore the city centre and 
enjoy some culinary experiences in both an 
excellent restaurant and at the international 
ECPYN dinner, where participants engaged in a 
tasty exchange of home-made specialities.

On Wednesday morning a tour to the 
Parliament, the seat of the Government and 
the iconic St. Mark's church of sublime, 
cathedral-like architecture took place. 
A deeper introduction to the main theme of 
the ISS was provided by Don Damir Stojic, a 
priest in the Salesians of Don Bosco. He 
p re s e n te d  t h e  I S S ' s  m a i n  t o p i c  –  
'empowerment of Christian leaders' – with 
unmatched passion, inspiring us young 
Christian politicians to take action and drive 
our  organisat ion forward with  fu l l  
commitment. 

The second half of the programme for 
Wednesday offered a wide range of 
awareness-raising workshops on world 
hunger, sex education, parental rights and 
freedom of religion: a string of priority topics 
for Christian leaders that provoked new 
thoughts and an active exchange of 
experience and best practice among 
the participants.

3. ECPYN's 9th International Summer School 
on Empowerment.

On Thursday the time arrived to admire a 
nearby example of his work in nature: the 
Plitvice National Park (on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List), which is recognised as one of 
the most beautiful natural sights in our 
continent. 
Mr. Wieslaw Tarka, Polish ambassador to 
Croatia, visited the ISS to give a thoughtful 
account of the  Eastern partnership of new and 
prospective EU Member States. He underlined 
the objectives of the Visegrád Four countries 
and their European diplomacy. Political visions 
and theory were transformed into practice 
during the day's (and the summer school's) 
closing rounds, in which participants formed 
groups to show their debating skills and 
communication abilities, picking up practical 
new hints and useful techniques for 
advocating or opposing various standpoints.
During the 9th International Summer School, 
topics, content and various activities all 
ensured that every participant picked up new 
political ideas, engaged in active exchange and 
made new friends, while interesting lecturers, 
interactive workshops and political debates all 
inspired involvement at future events. 

Empowerment ult imately proved an 
inspiration for great commitment to Christian 
political values in Europe, to feel really 
empowered, and to drive forward our role as 
Christian leaders in the political sphere and, 
last but not least, prepare for the 10th 
anniversary of the ISS next year.
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4. ECPYN study visit to Montenegro

The programme was followed by a 
reception at the local Radio station where 
visitors got familiar with the concept of a 
new Roma broadcasting service to be 
launched in the near future. Participants 
were also invited to take a look at the 
exhibition on the European history of the 
Roma. Before the guests were treated in 
the homes of the Roma, the Roma 
children challenged ECPYN delegates to a 
football championship on the spot. 

On 23 December a whole group of Roma 
people forming a Christian Roma 
congregation headed by the local 
advocator Sinisa Nadazdin invited the 
delegates to their intimate and joyful 
Christmas church service. All these 
impressions have made ECPYN to focus 
on- and raise awareness for the situation 
of the Roma in the European politics in 
the coming years.

From 20 to 23 December 2012 ECPYN 
visited the Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian 
minority in Podgorica, Montenegro to 
study the specific circumstances they live 
in. 

As they are predominantly Kosovo-
Albanian refugees escaped from Kosovo 
to a safer country, these refugees 
nowadays fulfil a specific status of 
stateless people. Having left their native 
place behind they hardly can make both 
ends meet, not to mention receiving any 
care from the authorities even when 
wintertime sets in. 

Instead of finding shelter the RAE people 
live under miserable circumstances in 
slums at the outskirts of Podgorica. 
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Vision Document

We are the members of the European 
Christian Political Movement (ECPM). This 
movement includes Christian-democratic and 
Christian-social parties, NGO's and think tanks 
in Europe. We have come together to promote 
a Christian perspective on democracy. In our 
continent and the nations within it, we face 
growing problems. Neither the individualistic 
conservative-liberal nor the technocratic 
social-democrat approaches are able to give 
an adequate response or produce robust 
solutions.

People distrust political institutions and their 
work. There are growing tensions between 
different religious and ethnic groups in 
Europe. European nations are supporting each 
other less when we need solidarity to deal 
with our social, economic security and 
environmental problems.

We want to promote the Christian-democratic 
perspective on these 21st century questions. 
They affect individuals on their relationships in 
the community. They also affect our common 
responsibility for our society. 

We are convinced that Christian-social 
thought can generate political solutions. 
These can contribute to the well-being of the 
people of Europe.
Christian-democracy made its contribution 
since its beginning in the 19th century with 
politicians like Groen van Prinsterer. Christian-
democrats like Robert Schuman and Alcide de 
Gasperi laid in the 20th century the 
foundations of the European Union. We are 
convinced that Christian-democracy has also 
an important role to play in the 21st century.

The ECPM aims to spread these Christian 
Democratic ideas throughout Europe together 
with its social expression and to mobilize

The basic teachings of Christian social thought 
appeal to everyone, irrespective of their faith, 
because it is founded on the pursuit of justice 
and liberty. If Christianity has shaped 
European civilization, it has done so in 
providing the institutions of justice, of 
education, of health, of help to the weak and 
the unfortunate.

The Christian understanding of the person

The Christian tradition understands the 
human person as a creation in the image of 
God, a spiritual being with a unique destiny, 
that is to be respected in its inviolable liberty 
and to be protected in 

vulnerable situations – is the source of the 
political balance and the social enrichment. It 
makes l ife in society a network of 
relationships.
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A healthy society has a morale that results 
from mutual respect. The pursuit of private 
satisfactions should not interfere with our 
common duty to protect other members of 
society. On the other hand, the demands of 
the State or any other collective body, should 
not damage the rightful claims of the 
individual. This means that for a society to 
flourish it must create and nurture a spirit 
which respects the freedom and integrity of 
social and cultural institutions. It must 
encourage and nurture good relations 
between those institutions and people. Key 
social and cultural organisations include the 
family, school, religious organisations, and 
representatives of employees and employers. 
People build a society by developing their 
mutual relationships and becoming involved 
in communities and their common concerns.

The fundamental role of political authority is 
to ensure justice in the public realm. The state 
must create conditions that promote the 
common good and social connectedness. The 
exercise of power by the state must always be 
equitable and limited. The state must promote 
just  re lat ions  between indiv iduals ,  
associations, communities, and other groups. 
The state must also respect their proper 
independence and interdependence.

Bearers of political authority are responsible 
to encourage the good, and rectify injustice. 
Governments are not required to attempt to 
remedy every social ill. Government must not 
undertake tasks that are the responsibility of 
family, church, or other spheres of authority. 
They should be able to deal with their own 
affairs. 

We believe that churches and other religious 
organisations can have an essential 
contribution to make in society.

The Christian-social view of society 
and government 

Democratic participation enlarges the 
horizons of people. It empowers them as 
citizens and increases their influence on 
governments. A responsible democracy 
requires the expression of opinion through 
representative elections, political parties, 
public debate and loyal opposition. These 
together with respect for political office and 
open and accountable government are 
essential.

The responsibilities for public affairs should be 
at a level as close to the citizens as possible. 
This is our view at subsidiarity. We stand for 
this balance in power between the various 
nations and the European Union. 

We must protect national identity and respect 
the sovereignty of states. The European Union 
needs solidarity between nations and 
peoples. The European Union also needs 
subsidiarity to keep its solidarity alive. The 
ECPM recognises the different peoples of 
Europe.

No party or grouping may claim special legal 
privileges. Christian-democrat thinking 
strongly rejects secularism as a public 
ideology. The ECPM warns of the damage that 
fundamentalist secularism can inflict on a 
society. We are weary of such fundamentalist 
secularism in any kind of governing role. We 
also do not seek a governing role for any single 
church denomination. 
We recognise the role of the Christian faith in 
shaping the liberties that our continent 
enjoys. We affirm that the state needs to 
acknowledge the rights of religious and 
cultural minorities and to treat them equitably 
in public policy. We welcome the diverse faith 
communities present in Europe. Individuals, 
communities and organisations must have full 
freedom of religion and expression of62

thought. This must be a priority within Europe 
and in European foreign policy.

A Christian-democrat view of government will 
always have a global perspective. In this view 
all the earth is God's creation, and God made 
all humans in his image. This means that 
Christian-democracy aims to have a foreign 
and defence policy that works in this spirit. It 
promotes fair trade as well as peace and 
protection of 
the environment.

We must not allow the state, business or 
finance to control the economy. Democratic 
responsibility requires this. 

The state should build up the contribution and 
sense of mutual responsibility of all parties. 
Economic activity is to serve people rather 
than dominate them. 

The full personal, social and ecological 
implications of national and international 
market activity need to be recognised and 
should not be merely a matter of private or 
accounting calculations that do not recognise 
these implications.The state must attempt to 
redress inequitable and unfair patterns of 
trade and distribution. Christian-democrats 
emphasise the state's responsibility for 
just ice,  r ight  structures  and socia l  
connectedness, rather than economic 
performance alone.

Basic themes in Christian-social policy

As Christian-democrats we do not imagine 
that we possess simple solutions to the 
problems of Europe. We do however firmly 
believe that Christianity can make an 
important contribution to the well-being of 
our society. For this reason, we commit 
ourselves to the following nine guiding 
principles which highlight some basic themes 
of Christian-social policy:

Justice
Social justice is a fundamental Biblical 
teaching. That makes it the basis for Christian-
social policy. All men and women are due 
equal respect and treatment. Men and 
women have responsibilities to one another 
and to wider society. Social justice demands an 
equal regard for all. That implies a special 

concern for the needs of the poor, refugees, 
those who suffer and the powerless. It 
requires us to oppose exploitation and 
deprivation. It requires also that appropriate 
resources and opportunities are available. In 
this way, we meet the basic requirements of all 
and each person is able to take part in the life 
of the community.
We firmly believe that governments have a 
special responsibility for those who cannot 
support themselves in our own countries and 
abroad. Opposing and eliminating social 
injustice asks for more action by the 
government than only to provide just 
structures. It is also important to stress the 
need of healthy families, good education and 
health-care to prevent poverty and 
social injustice.
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Respect for Life and Priority to the Family
The right to life is the most basic among all the 
human rights. In the Christian tradition, every 
man and woman, as God's creation, has an 
intrinsic value. Each person has the right to a 
respectable and dignified life from conception 
until natural death. In our view, the 
government is therefore obliged to:
-Protect and promote the fundamental dignity 
of those that are not yet born, of the weak, of 
the physically and mentally handicapped, of 
people of old age, of all those that cannot 
stand up for themselves.
-To have recognized by law in the entire 
European Union, the dignity and inviolability 
of the human embryo.
-To support the family, founded in marriage, 
the complementarity between man and 
woman, the welcoming of life and the 
education of children. As cornerstone of 
society, a place where civic and social 
responsibilities are learned, the family should 
be the axis of political life, and all political 
sectors should be thought through in function 
of it and its equilibrium.

Reconciliation
Reconciliation is a task for individuals, social 
and economic groups, and also for those 
engaged in politics. We must work towards 
reconciliation and healing at local, national 
and international levels although we 
recognise that we will never achieve all such 
goals in this world.

Humil i ty,  repentance,  pat ience and 
forgiveness are political as well as personal 
values. They are essential in the process of 
replacing conflict by common understanding. 
These principles require that we renounce all 
armaments that are incompatible with the 
pursuit of just peace.

Active Compassion
The Christian tradition calls human beings to 
active loving service of others. This is to 
replace indifference to the distress of others 
due to passivity, self-concern or ignorance. 
Such compassionate love inspires an attitude 
not only of detached justice but also of open-
hearted generosity. We all bear the 
responsibility, individually and corporately, for 
such service to one another. Governments 
should seek to motivate individuals, families, 
charities and other associations to active 
compassion. The state should prompt and 
ass ist  the community  to meet the 
fundamental needs of the poor before 
satisfying the preferences of the rich.

Wise Stewardship
The ECPM does not separate the responsibility 
of man towards the earth from his 
responsibility to himself. Faced with the 
extensive exploitation of natural resources, 
the wasting of non renewable energy and the 
tragedy of hunger and underdevelopment, the 
ECPM sees is the climate change an 
opportunity for a radical change of our 
approach to growth and international 
relations:

By means of policies of solidarity between the 
global North and South, aimed at reducing 
carbon gas emissions, by an increase in the 
production and use of clean energy, by 
restoring ecosystems; but also by promoting a 
balanced development that assures the access 
of all people to the essentials of life (food, 
drinkable water, education, health care… )

By means of Foreign policies and European 
defence policies that are aimed at promoting 
peace in service to a righteous development 
on the global scale.
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Economy
In the Christian-social view, economic 
resources have to serve people's needs. This is 
vital in order to help in developing capacities 
particularly for justice, co-operation and 
mutual care. These resources should be used 
creatively and with responsible concern for 
others (including future generations) and the 
environment. Markets are not a law unto 
themselves. People shape them by their 
decisions. This means that we need to 
structure them so that those who conduct 
economic transactions are fair and do them in 
good faith. The needs of the community must 
be in mind.
Concentrations of wealth and power erode 
responsibility and may cause market 
distortion. We seek an economy where banks, 
businesses, trade unions, professional groups 
and government departments work together 
with greater mutual understanding and public 
accountability. Economic development is only 
a means. It should not dominate over social 
justice and protection of the environment.
The primary task of government in relation to 
the economy, is to oversee the establishment 
of just structures in all areas of economic 
activity. This kind of justice includes 
maintaining a sound currency against inflation 
or deflation. It encourages wealth creation by 
gainful employment. Christian-democrat 
parties discourage gambling and continuing 
dependency on state welfare provision. This is 
to encourage and equip all to participate fully 
in the economy. We need to use our 
communal and individual resources in a 
manner that respects the created order of the 
world.

Empowerment
Sometimes the accumulation of power may be 
necessary. This may be for the satisfactory 
performance of certain tasks. Undue power 

may also encourage patterns of control and 
domination. For this reason, it is wrong to 
assign to larger organisations what smaller 
and local associations can do adequately. We 
need to call to account those in whom much 
power is concentrated. Power concentrations 
may be with individual owners of wealth, 
professional interest groups, trade unions, 
multi-national corporations, national 
governments, or leaders of political blocs. 
They have great potential for working 
responsibly or irresponsibly, for or against the 
common good. They need to be held 
accountable for the exercise of their power.

People in Europe and beyond need to be 
empowered to be able to overcome poverty. 
Poverty often results from circumstances that 
are beyond the individual's control. They need 
to be able to participate in the decision-
making process. People need to be educated. 
They need good literacy, numeracy and public 
services. People need these tools to restore 
their self-esteem and hope of possibilities. 
Governments can support individuals and 
communities in this process. Preventing 
corruption and discrimination are important 
in this struggle for the wellbeing of all.

Final statement
We, Christian-democrats will promote our 
Christian-social values. We will do this in our 
own continent and beyond. We will try to 
implement Christian-democratic policies in 
our local, national and European political 
institutions.
We acknowledge the questions and 
challenges ahead. We look forward with trust 
and hope. Our Christian faith gives us a 
perspective that defies negativism and 
pessimism. This means that we are able to 
work in Europe and beyond, sharing Gods love 
in order to work for a better future. 65
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Preface
This program intends to voice the most basic 
notions of the ECPM concerning the European 
Union as we see it and how it should develop in 
the future. The ECPM has developed to a 
broad and pan-European organisation, active 
in and beyond the EU. This development calls 
us to present a general vision on the European 
Union and how its Christian roots can have a 
meaning for the EU in the 21st century.
This program does not intend to cover many 
details in a wide range of policy fields. From 
our basic view at the EU some of the most 
important issues will be generally touched. 
This will also reflect what, in our view, the 
priorities of the EU should be in the years to 
come. This  program is  a lso 'under 
construction' and open for review and further 
elaboration in the following years as the EU 
and the ECPM will continue to develop.
We as ECPM hope that this vision at the EU will 
inspire parties and politicians around the EU to 
continue their efforts for Christian-inspired 
politics and policies.

The identity of the European Union
Christianity entered Europe nearly 2000 years 
ago and has since then had a profound 
influence in our continent. Even though 
Europe is rich in its cultural diversity, the 
Christian faith runs as a red thread through all 
European nations and cultures. In all these 
cultures Christianity has had a deep impact on 
ethics, religion, view at humanity and 
freedom. The very notions of individuality that 
are present in today's Europe are directly 
linked to Christianity. Even later developments 
in thought like the enlightenment and secular 
philosophies stem from very basic Christian 
notions.
It is therefore not an accident that modern 
democracy developed in those parts of the 
world that have been under influence of 
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Christianity. Democracy as it developed in the 
Western world embodies these values of 
individuality and freedom held together in a 
community. The need to protect democracy 
and maintain freedom and individuality in a 
peaceful Europe were driving forces behind 
the creation of the European Union. The EU is 
in its core a Christian-democrat answer at the 
totalitarian systems that brought so much 
devastation and oppressed millions of people 
in 20th century Europe.
The leaders who founded the European Union 
envisioned a union of nations that would 
preserve, protect and spread the values that 
are the foundation of our freedom and 
democracy. These are the Judeo-Christian 
values that determined the very fabric of our 
European societies; respect for the individual, 
respect for diversity and solidarity.

The history and values of Europe cannot be 
separated from the person of Jesus Christ and 
the Christian movement. They determined the 
soul and dynamics of Europe and the 
development of the ideas that shaped our 
continent and the history of the European 
nations.
We as ECPM are convinced that there can be 
no future for a free and democratic EU and a 
Europe of solidarity without the recognition of 
the source of these values. We are also 
convinced that more is needed than just a 
recognition of the past. The Christian faith and 
values are also a needed source for the 
European Union of the 21st century.

These values are needed resource in a time of 
new challenges in our ecology, economy and 
the social cohesion of our societies. As ECPM 
we are determined to bring these values in the 
political discourse of the European Union in 
order to contribute to the wellbeing of our 
European society.66

The European Union as a democratic union 
of nations
For us a free and democratic Europe implies a 
European Union that is a union of member 
states and subject to the peoples of these 
member states. We wish for a European Union 
that respects the independency of the 
member states. The EU is necessary as co-
operation of European nations in facing the 
problems of the today's global village. 
However, the nations are the institutional 
foundation of the union. They lend tasks and 
authority to the Union and decide the 
direction of the Union. The EU institutions 
have to respect this democratic order.

This does not lead to a mere technocratic and 
economic co-operation since the EU is more 
than a mere sum of its parts. The EU has an 
own role as union of these nations, 
representing their peoples and the values of 
the EU. This acquires a democratic and 
transparent process that is accessible by all 
those who live in the EU. This ensures a free 
and democratic Europe that respects its 
peoples and their values.

The new Lisbon treaty is meant to provide a 
growing EU a framework that allowed the 
institutions to work after the enlargement. In 
some ways this treaty has been an 
improvement of the former so-called 
'constitution'. We expect that in the future the 
treaty will undergo amendments. This 
amendments should again emphasize the role 
of the member states and reduce the number 
of policy fields the European Union is involved 
in, especially those fields that can also be 
directed by the member states. These changes 
would also give the EU more decisiveness on 
many major issues where the EU should take 
the lead, especially those issues that cannot 
be solved by individual member states. 
The ultimate goal of the Union should not be 
to become a new economical or military 
'global power block'. The ultimate goal of the 
union should be to apply the values where this 
unique co-operation of nations is found upon. 
These are key values as respect for life, 

freedom, solidarity, respect for diversity, 
democracy and peace. They should be applied 
in a way that will lift up the peoples of this 
continent and beyond.

Respect for life
No democracy can function without respect 
for life. Respect for life is the very cornerstone 
of respect for the individual and individuality is 
the cornerstone of democracy. It is a Christian 
value that shaped Europe's legal system and is 
one of the key values of the international 
human rights declarations. However at the 
same time this value needs to be emphasised 
again. There is a growing pressure to put 
absolute autonomous freedom before the 
value of life. But freedom of choice depends 
on the value of the individual. The EU 
institutions should uphold respect for life and 
not promote abortion or euthanasia in or 
outside Europe. The EU should also take a 
stand against the utilisation of human life. 
Utilisation of human life for economical or 
scientific reasons is opposite to respect for life 
and therefore also not acceptable in a free and 
democratic society.

Respect for life also includes respect for the 
creation. It is clear that we live in a growing 
ecological crisis. The EU has an important role 
to play to find answers to this most important 
challenge of our time. The EU should promote 
green technologies,  green energies,  
conservation and care for environment in the 
union and globally. Care for creation is not an 
isolated issue, it needs to be integrated as a 
principle in all policy fields. In those policy 
fields that are in the hands of the member 
states, the EU can assist in sharing and 
promoting 'green solutions'. European and 
national political parties can play their role in 
bringing scientists and national, regional and 
local politicians together. This ecological crisis 
also requires a fundamental turn in economic 
policies. Continuity and the role of all 
stakeholders has to become more important 
than the profits of the shareholders. These can 
be foundations for a sustainable economy in 
its ecological and economical meaning.
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Freedom
Freedom of speech, conscience and religion 
are vital for today's Europe. The role of 
Christianity and Christian-democracy in 
shaping the liberties that our continent enjoys 
can hardly be underestimated. Individuals, 
communities and organisations must have full 
freedom of religion and expression of thought.  
This must be a priority within Europe and also 
in European foreign policy. The EU should 
promote these values also among the 
neighbouring states on our continent. 
Christian-democrat thinking also strongly 
rejects secularism as a public ideology. We 
reject any kind of 'obvious' dominance of 
secularism in government and policies. 
Neither can be there a role for domination by, 
or of, any single religious denomination or 
group in any EU member state. Freedom of 
religion implies respect for plurality that 
should be shared by all people of all religions 
and those who have no religion.
Freedom of speech and conscience are 
fundamental for our democracies. These 
freedoms can only be real if there is also a 
freedom of press. The freedom of press has to 
be protected throughout Europe. People are 
free to express their critique on other actions, 
views, faiths and beliefs without leaving any 
argument. But democracy means that they 
need to respect the dignity of those criticized.
Freedom and the right at privacy cannot be 
separated. Privacy should at least be as 
important as safety. New safety policies and 
the used technologies have to be examined 
thoroughly before they are introduced.

Solidarity
Solidarity is a core Christian principle and has 
always been a hallmark of the European 
Union. The EU itself would not exist if there 
had not been a notion of real solidarity 
between the free nations on our continent 

after WW II. Solidarity is an idea and ideal that 
is shared throughout Europe. Solidarity also 
means social justice. Social justice is a 
fundamental Biblical teaching and Christian-
democrat notion.  Social justice demands an 
equal regard for all.  That implies a special 
concern for the needs of the poor, refugees, 
those who suffer and the powerless.  It 
requires us to oppose exploitation and 
deprivation.  It requires also that appropriate 
resources and opportunities are available. In 
this way, we meet the basic requirements of all 
and each person is able to take part in the life 
of the community. 
That solidarity and social justice are needed in 
21st century Europe became clear during the 
'credit crunch' of 2008 and its consequences in 
the years after. The EU should continue to 
emphasise the solidarity between the 
member-states and apply this principle and 
social justice in its economic policies. The 
common market has to rest on these values if 
we want it to function in the years to come. 
The EU can also only be a real union of values if 
it acts in solidarity for our global village, 
especially in its economic policies.

Respect for Diversity
The value of the individual invokes the need 
for respect for diversity. The European Union is 
home for many nations, cultures, languages 
and religions. This diversity is the strength and 
future of the European Union. This does 
however not lead to cultural relativism. The 
reverse is true, namely that the Christian 
values are the source for this openness for a 
diverse society. This also means that even in a 
diverse society people can hold beliefs as 'the 
truth' and communicate these with others. 
This leads to a concept of diversity in which 
differences on all fields should be open for 
debate. The law and good manners provide 
the space within this debate can take place. 68

In this way differences can be discussed in a 
fruitful way; we see this as the best prevention 
against discrimination.

Peace
Peace was one of the most important goals of 
the EU and is one of its most remarkable 
results. Peace is not just the absence of war. It 
means an environment where there is no fear 
between peoples and nations.  Mutual 
understanding is necessary to maintain the 
peace we enjoy in Europe. The EU should 
encourage reconciliation where this is 
necessary. Humility, repentance, patience and 
forgiveness are political as well as personal 
values.  They are essential in the process of 
replacing conflict by common understanding.
As stated we do not wish to see the EU to 
become a new global 'power block'. This 
means that the EU should not develop a 
military apparatus independent of the military 
forces of the member states. The NATO 
remains the military co-operation to keep 
Europe safe.  Through the NATO the EU 
member states will engage in peace-keeping 
missions. If necessary EU member states can 
co-operate militarily. However, this does not 
require a new EU military command.

Vision and strategy towards EU neighbours 
in Europe
The ECPM sees the EU enlargement process as 
an on-going phenomenon that should not, 
however, be regarded as an indefinite move 
without clear strategy and limits. We believe in 
a larger Europe without customs and 
discrimination and look forward to see all 
European sovereign nations united in the 
same institutional framework, for the sake of 
Europe's peoples well-being and re-
establishment of the continent's unity, 
disrupted by decades of dominance of 
totalitarian regimes.

The ECPM makes a clear distinction between 
EU European and non-European neighbours 
and deems the EU strategy should clearly 
differentiate between these two groups as to 
their European vocation and perspective.
At the other hand, we believe the new 
prospective members should correspond to all 
accession criteria (Copenhagen criteria), but 
be allowed to join EU preserving their values. 
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Closing statement
In a time of growing distrust in the European political institutions it is time to reconnect the EU with 
its peoples and the values they recognise as vital for their personal life and their societies. This 
requires that these values will be in the core of EU policies and it also requires an explicit connection 
with the source of these values in order to keep them fresh and strong in our Union. With this 
program we intend to build these connections and by doing so, helping to build the EU.

Join the ECPM as an individual politician!
The ECPM welcomes individual elected MPs 
and provincial councillors as members. As an 
individual politician you can be a full member 
and participate actively in the movement. You 
can register by completing the application 
form. The secretariat will send you this form 
and provide you detailed information about 
the application process.

Join the ECPM as a party or organisation!
The ECPM invites all like-minded organisations 
to join the network as member or associate 
partner. With associate partners the ECPM 
keeps up with informal relations. The 
members of the ECPM play an active role in 
the movement and pay a yearly membership 
fee as it is fixed in article 10 of the statutes of 
the association. The membership of the ECPM 
is preceded by an affiliation procedure.
Those interested are requested to complete 
the form on the website and send the original 
to the secretariat by mail.
Please note that the application form must be 
signed by the president of the organisation! 
The secretariat will contact you after receiving 
the application and it will give you detailed 
information about the further application 
process.
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